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9 98 T is a Direction uſually given by de- 


votional Writers, to perſons who are 
2 willing to cultivate an habitual piety, 
Hes — they ſhould begin, and cloſe e- 
Day with ſerious meditations, 
and — acknowledgements, of the Pre- 
ſence, Providence, and Goodneſs of God. The 
advice is certainly very good; but none that 1 
have met with, have, in order to make this ad- 
vice eaſily practicable by the generality of Chri- 
ſtians, been at the pains clearly, and diſtinctly, 
to repreſent the principal- of thoſe inſtances, 
by which God every Morning and Evening 
diſcovers himſelf to our Reaſon and Experience, 
as the God of our lives and the length of our 
days. To ſupply this omiſſion is the deſign 
of the following Diſcourſes. 
As I write for the aſſiſtance of the generality 
of Chriſtians, Readers of a philoſophical turn 
will excuſe my confining myſelf to thoſe in- 
ſtances and proofs which are moſt obvjous, and 
eaſily apprehended ; while from Ray, Derham, 
the Author of the Spectacle of Nature, and the 
like Writers, they may ſupply themſelves with 
more Curious inſtances, and without number, 
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of the Wiſdom and Goodneſs of our Creator 
and Preſerver ; and with a variety of proofs leſs 
open to common obſervation. 


To Readers of this turn, who are deſirous 
of ſeeing the cleareſt and ſtrongeſt proofs of the 


"Preſence, Power, and Wiſdom of the Deity, 


continually moving and guiding the dead and 
unactive matter of the Univerſe, ſo as to pre- 
ſerve the frame of the world, and continually 
produce an infinite variety of beauty and good ; 
would particularly recommend a Book intitled 
Matho, as giving to the attentive Reader the 
grandeſt views of the Perfections of the Creator 
and Preſerver of the world, and the fulleſt con- 
viction of his continued Preſence and Energy; 
and making him in a manner to ſee that God, 
in whom we all live, move, and have our Being. 
On account of the near relation of the Sub- 
jects treated in theſe Diſcourſes, it is hoped the 
Reader will excuſe it, if ſome thoughts are re- 
peated, where it could not well be avoided ; 
and favourably accept what is deſigned to aſſiſt 
him in poſſeſſing himſelf of ſome of the beſt 
pleaſures of the preſent ſtate ; and in preparing 
himſelf to injoy the ſatisfactions of angels in 
the approaching ſtate of life and immortality. 


Note, In this Second Edition are added 
Prayers, for the aſſiſtance of thoſe, who, pro- 


perly impreſſed with the Inſtances of the Pro- 
vidence and Goodneſs of God, which every 
Morning and Evening ſupply, are defirous 


to cheriſh and communicate the Impreſſion, 


by daily Pamily Devotion. 


. SERMON 


SERMON I. 


Of the principal Inſtances of the Pro- 
vidence and Goodneſs of God, which 
every Morning invites us to obſerve 


and acknowledge. 


- — "A 2 — | . — 
T laid me down and ſept; I awaked, for the 
Lord ſuſtained me. 


O begin every Day with ſerious and grateful - 
| acknowledgements of the conſtant Provi- 
*- dence and renewed favours of God, hath been 

always eſteemed a principal effect of a religious 
temper ; and it hath naturally the beſt influence on 
the conduct of life, thro* the following Day. Di- 
ſtinctly to apprehend the chief inſtances of the divine 
Goodneſs, and proofs of the divine Providence, 
which every Morning furniſhes, is greatly neceſſary 
to render our Morning Praiſes a reaſonable ſervice, 
and the devout affections proper to attend them warm 
and laſting. I cannot, —— take a better method 
to excite and aſſiſt you to a religious life, than clearly 
B rrepre- 
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repreſenting to your thoughts ſome of the moſt con- 
ſiderable of thoſe effects, by which God manifeſts 
himſelf to our Reaſon and Experience, as the God of 
our lives, and * the length of our days; and this J ſhall 
attempt in diſcourſing on the Text before us. Be 
you attentive, and may God ſucceed this repreſenta- 
tion, for the making you habitually religious, or for 
your injoying, in a greater degree, the ſatisfactions 
and advantages of Daily Devotion. | 

The Text is part of a Pſalm of David, compoſed 


when he fled from his ſon Abſalom, in which he lays be- 


fore God his diſtreſs and danger from the number of 
his enemies, implores the continuance of the divine 


protection, and acknowledges and rejoices in his paſt 


experience of it. The Pſalm ſeems to have been a 
part of his Morning Devotions, during this time of 
danger. In the Text he declares ſuch was his confi- 


edence in the protection of the Almighty, that altho' 


furrounded with thouſands of enemies, he laid — 
down and ſiept quietly, and awoke in ſafety ; becauſe 
the divine power prolonged his life, and guarded him 


from their attempts. 


I ſhall not confine myſelf to this particular inſtance - 
of a favourable Providence, which the pious King 
had in his eye; but, in further diſcourſing on the 


* 
* 
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I. Repreſent to you ſome of the principal, and 
moſt obvious inſtances of a divine Providence 
and Goodneſs, which every Morning gives us oc- 
caſion to obſerve. And, wr! 
II. The praclical uſes we ought to make of theſe, or 
the duties to which they oblige us. And then 
cloſe the ſubject with ſome proper Refle#ions. 


I. I am to repreſent ſome of the principal, and 
moſt obvious inſtances of à divine Providence and 


a Deut. xxx, 20. 
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Godotneſs, which every Morning gives us occaſion to 
obſerve. Leaving ſame others to your own obſerva- 
tion, I would now deſire your particular attention to 
the following. | 


1. The conſtant, regular, and beneficial ſucceſſion 
of Day and Night demonftrates to every 2 
mind, the unbounded Power, Wiſdom, and Goodneſs 
of God, continually exerting themſelves; and ſhould 
lead us to obſerve and acknowledge them. The 
great change from Night to Day is produced by the 
motion of the Earth round its Center. The Earth, 
which is thus conſtantly rolled round, is a heavy life- 
leſs maſs, incapable of moving itſelf ; and its bulk * 
twenty-four thouſand miles or more in circumference. 
Almighty then muſt we confeſs that hand, which hath 
for ſo many thouſand years performed this motion in 
an uniform manner. We are aſtoniſhed and tremble 
at the power of God, when we ſee the lightening forc- 
ing aſunder a ſolid oak, or hear of mountains tumbled 
from their foundations by an earthquake; yet, how 
little have we been apprehenſive of this infinitely 
gram exertion of power, in rolling round the Earth, 
o as conſtantly to produce Day and Night! And 
how little have we reverenced the Almighty Creator, 
for this amazing diſcovery of his power! =» 
Should any chuſe rather to ſuppoſe, that the change 
from Night to Day is occalioned by the Sun's moving 
round the Earth; as the bulk of the Sun exceeds 
that of the Earth near a © million of times, and the 
ſpace it muſt meaſure in this circuit would then be 
infinitely larger than that which the Earth is ſuppoſed 
to meaſure, how adoreable mult they own that power 
which is required to enable the Sun with unabatin 
ſwiftneſs to perform this courſe. The Sun, which in 


» See Derham's-Phyſico., Theol. B. II. C. 2. | 
* See Nieuwentyt's Religious Philoſopher, Vol. III. Contem- 


plat. 24. 
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the ſublime language of the royal Poet, is as 4 Brids- 
groom coming out of his chamber, and rejoiceth as a 
ftrong man to run a race. His going forth is from the 
end of the heaven, and his circuit unto the ends of it; 
and there is nothing hid from the heat thereof. How 
ought we therefore, when we open our eyes to the 
returning light, to adore the God, whoſe power thro' 
immenſe ſpaces darts to our eyes the morning rays ; 
and moves the great bodies of the univerſe, ſo as in a 
regular ſucceſſion may give us the enjoyment of 
Obſerve further, how great the wiſdom and - 
neſs viſible in this appointment; and how extenſively, 


how unchangeably beneficent, the God, who thus 


exerts his power, for the happineſs of his creatures 


Was one fide of the Earth always expoſed to the 


Sun's rays, the continued light and heat would grow 
exceſſive, and deſtroy all the plants and living crea- 
tures upon it; while the other ſide of the globe, 
would be loſt in perpetual night, and cold, and 
death. How conſpicuous then the wiſdom which 
hath appointed this daily revolution, by means of 
which the whole world, and the creatures without 
number which inhabit it, injoy every where the ad- 
vantages of the Sun's light and heat! And how great 
the benevolence of the Almighty, who thus unwearied 
exerts his power for the good of the-animal and ra- 
tional creation! How ſhould we rejoice, that we are 
always ſurrounded by this almighty ever active 

neſs! And how much ought we to be humbled and 


aſhamed, that we have no more attended to it, and 


been no more affected with it, tho' thus amazingly 
diſcovering itſelf ! _ | 

Further, by the ſucceſſion of Day and Night God 
hath directed us to take neceſſary reft and refreſhment. 
at proper ſeaſons, and diſpoſed every thing around us 
molt favourably for it. Our frame is ſuch, that unin- 


@ Pſal. xix. 5, 6. 


terrupted 


affiſted and recommended. 5 
terrupted labours would wafte the ſpirits, — the 
conſtitution, and render life a burthen; revent 
which our kind Parent every Day —— rom us 
the light of the Sun, and ſpreads over us the ſnades 
of Night; which naturally put a ſtop to our labours, 
and diſpoſe us for thar repoſe and fleep which renew 
our ſtrength, and qualify us to return with freſh” 
— 2 and ſpirit to the bulineſs and 2 of | 


Add to this, wie God hath fo Sande us that we 
re greatly delighted with novelty, and as much tired 
with the perpetual appearance of the ſame ſcene; 
2 this ſucceſſion the diſguſt is prevented, which 
ys beholding the ſame ſcene would produce. 
The ſoothing calmneſs and gloom” of Night ſucceed 
the light, and hurry, and various affairs, and labours 
of the Day, which had tired and exhauſted the ſpirits 
and the next Morning, when the light rouzes us 
_ to life and action, the world puts on again the 
of novelty, and delights us much more than it 
would have done had we without interruption con- 
verſed with it. Thus day unto day uttereth ſpeech, and 
night unto night ſheweth knowledge ; - of the power, 
wiſdom, and benignity of the Creator and Preſerver 
of us, and of all . Whenever therefore the re- 
turning night feldes our eyes, and awakens us to 
Reafon and activity, we ſhould rife to heaven in 5 . 
ful and exalted admiration of his unbounded w 
benevolence 4 . 8 vs cauſes the light again to 
fucceed the darkneſs; — on his ceaſing to act, 
we ſhould be loſt in lg ght, never more behold 
the chearing light of the Morning, nor rejoice in the 
reſh beauties of th creation ; or in our own renewed 
irit and vigour, for purſuing the imployments and 
injoying the pleaſures of life. 
2. The continuance of the beauty end order of 
every part of the creation about us, and the conti- 
B 3 nuance. 
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nuance in life of an infinite variety of creatures, to 
which we are witneſſes every Morning, are glorious 
demonſtrations of the Perfections and Providence of . | 
God, and ſhould by en and eee 
by us. 
— is a groſs, cho too common — 1 to think the 
world is a great engine, which, once ſet in motion, 
would move on regularly for ever, without the con- 
ſtant energy and direction of its Maker. All matter 
is in its nature dead and unactive, incapable of mov- 
ing itſelf, or alterin the directions of the motion im- 
preſſed upon it. Every effect muſt have a. cauſe, 
every motion of dead matter a mover, and every new 
direction of its movements a director of that change: 
and the infinitely various, great, and regular move- 
ments which muſt be performed, that the beauty and 
uſefulneſs of the world, and the life and well-being of 
the creatures upon it may be maintained, require and 
prove nothing leſs than the continual exertion of, the 
power, wiſdom, and. goodneſs of God. | 

The Sun is at an aſtoniſhing. diſtance from vs, 
computed by the beſt Aſtronomers above eighty 
millions of miles. . How great then muſt we own the 
power, which darts to us the rays of li ght this amaz- 
ing length of way, in about eight. mioures, with a 
ſwiftneſs inconceivable, the rays of light in Ks, 
ſelves dead matter, and as motionleſs. as the moſt un- 
wieldy maſs of eartk! How adoreable the wiſdom 
and goodneſs, 7 * laid up in the Sun thoſe 
vaſt treaſures of lig = heat; A=. for everal 
thouſand years have ap Mea the creation, and the in- 
numerable varieties of animals inhabiting it; and 
with an unabating plenty, ſtill ſupply them, without 
the leaſt appearance of a 1 Should we 
not eſteem it the great excellence of our. ine 

| e 


f See Nieuwontyt, V. I. Derham's Aftrol. Theol, B, I, C. 3. 
Or the Spectacle of Nature, V. IV. Dial. 1—7. et 
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that we are capable of apprehending, admiring, and 
loving this moſt perfect Being? Should we not 
eſteem the light of Reaſon which diſcovers him to us, 
a greater bleſſing than the light of the Sun? And 
ſhould it not direct us every Morning with freſh plea- 
ſure to acknowledge and adore this almighty, moſt. 
wiſe, and benevolent Creator, to rejoice that we are 
at all times the charge of his Providence, and may 
hope to be approved, and made compleatly happy 
by him? _ | 
Again, the continued right temperature of the Air 
for breathing, and for the health of the inhabitants of 
the earth, requires the power and wiſdom of God to 
reſerve it, and we ſhould acknowledge theſe per- 
ctions in it. We know the Air is ſubject to 
ſome mixtures and changes, which render it unfit 
for breathing, unwholeſome, and even peſtilential. 
That its ſpring therefore is maintained, by which 
it heaves our lungs, and helps to circulate our 
blood; that it is preſerved pure from contagious 
and poifonous vapours, and that we, and the world 
around us, by this means awake to health and joy, 
not to diſeaſes, ſorrows, and death, ſhould be aſcribed 
to the wiſdom and mercy of God, whoſe continued 
action continues its ſpring, whoſe ſkilful direction of 
its motions diſſipates thoſe vapours, which uniting 
would be noxious, and prove * the peſtilence that 
walketh in darkneſs; and who, by the gentle breezes 
of the Morning, revives the whole creation around us, 
renews. our ſpirits, and increaſes the pleaſure of the 
returning Day. | 
Further, the continued life and beauty of the ve- 
getable creation, which by the Morning light we diſ- 
cern and injoy anew, demonſtrates the unwearied 
energy, and ever attentive wiſdom and benevolence 
of the Deity, which ſhould not always be unregarded 
by us. To maintain the beauty and perfume of 
| 12 B 4 | flowers, 
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flowers, and the life, verdure, and fertility of plants 
and trees, an infinite number of particles muſt be 
continually raiſed out of the earth, and conducted 
thro* the roots and bodies and branches of the ſeveral 
plants and trees, for their growth and nouriſhment. 
What leſs than the wiſdom of God is equal to the 
conſtantly guiding all theſe ſenſeleſs particles to their 
proper places ? What leſs than the power of God 
unwearied moves them all in themſelves motionleſs 
And how great his bounty, who thus provides for 
our ſupport and entertainment! And when by the 
dews and moiſture of the Night he hath conveyed the 
requiſite nouriſhment to the roots, then by the re- 
turning warmth of the Sun raiſes it to the branches 
and leaves! When therefore in the Morning we caſt 


our eyes upon our fields or gardens, or walk inthem, 


when we obſerve the pleaſing verdure, and beautious 
forms and colours of the plants, and trees and flowers, 


ſcent the fragrant violet or xoſe, or taſte the delicious 


fruit; we ſhould riſe in-ſentiments of gratitude to 
God who preſerves and renews to us theſe ſcenes of 
pleaſure, and on the ceſſation of whoſe influences all 
would wither, corrupt, and die. | 


Finally, the renewed life and action of the animal 


creationriſing freſh from ſleep ſhould lead our thoughts 
in devout admiration to that God, who maintains to 
all theſe life and action. Were all the animals about 
us to remain in the inactivity of ſleep, or to ſink 
from it into death, how deſolate would the world 
appear, and how deſtitute ſhould we be of number- 
leſs conveniencies! How thankfully then ſhould we 
own the unwearied Providence of God, which pre- 
{erves the lives of the brute creation, and their ſer- 


. viceableneſs to mankind | How ſhould we rejoice in 


the freſh meaſures of life and good they enjoy with 
the returning Day; and while the chearful ſongs of 
the birds in the Morning declare the joy they feel in 
life, and praiſe their Preſerver; riſe on their notes to 
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the adoration of that unbounded wiſdom and good- 
neſs, which thus anew diffuſe themſelves over the 
world,” and anew communicate an immeaſureable 
quantity of life and good How nobly did the pious 
King pay this tribute, when he thus addreſt the univer- 
ſal Parent. Theſe wait all upon thee, that thou mayeſt 
give them their meat in due ſeaſon. That thou giveſt 
them they. gather. Thou openeſt thine hand, they are 
filled with good. Thou hideſt thy face, they are troubled; 
thou taketh : away. their breath, they die and return to 
their duſt. Thon ſendeth forth thy ſpirit, they are 
created, and thou reneweſt the face of the earth. 

3. That in the Morning we are reſtored to the uſe 
of our Neaſon, and bf our Afive Powers, which were 
fuſpended during» fleep, ſhould raiſe our fouls in 
wonder and gratitude to God; fince that we awake 
again to Reaſon and Aivity is becauſe he ſuſtains us. 

Did not the commonnels take off from the ſurprize, 


' ſcarce any thing would appear more really admirable, 


than the change we undergo when we paſs from wak- 
ing to ſleep, and _ awake out of ſleep. - That an 
active Being ſhould in a few minutes loſe the exerciſe 
of its active powers, and become motionleſs as in 
death; and a reaſonable Being loſe all command over 


its thinking powers, which in a minute paſs from 


ſober reaſonings to the moſt extravagant imaginations, 
and inconſiſtent medleys of ideas; and after continu- 
ing hours in this unactive irrational ſtate ſhould in an 
inſtant recover its Reaſon and Activity: muſt to every 
one who thinks of it appear'very wonderful. Whence 
is it that when we have once loſt our active powers we 
do not remain incapable of action? Whence is it 
that when our thoughts have once got from under 
our command, and become as extravagant as the 
waking thoughts of madmen ; that we ever recover 
the command of them again, and become rational 
agents ? What but the wiſdom of the Almighty re- 


| gulates 
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gulates this intermiſſion of Reaſon and action, for re- 
pairing the vigour of the body, and the reaſoning 
powers of a mind united to an animal ? And 
what but his kindneſs, when theſe purpoſes are an- 
ſwered by this temporary ſuſpenſion, reftores us again 
to Reaſon and activity ? What conſiderate perfon, if 
he could not depend upon God for being reſtored to 
theſe, but muſt fear in ſleep to loſe his powers of in- 
telligence and motion? I muſt repeat this important, 
but unheeded truth, nothing but our being accuſtom- 
ed to it can well hinder.us from regarding this change 
from waking to ſleep, as one of the moſt — 
appearances in nature. n 

If then to be reaſonable and active are great privi- 
leges in order to injoyment and happineſs, with what 
gratitude ſhould we acknowledge God our Preſerver, 
who puts us anew every Morning into poſſeſſion of 
theſe privileges, and cauſes us to paſs from the inac- 
tion of death, and the extravaganc ies of madneſs, to 
active vigour, and to that degree of Reaſon which 
renders us capable of reſembling the Deity ! To fancy 
we evade the obligation, by ſaying this 1s according 
to tated laws, is very weak; for this is only ſaying, 
that God ſtatedly confers theſe bleſſings upon us, and 
ſhould therefore be conſtantly acknowledged and 
adored for them. Think ſeriouſly in what ſituation 
you ſhould be for virtue and happineſs here and 
hereafter, if upon riſing from ſteep you ſhould be as 
much under the power. of ungoverned imagination 
as in dreams; and then think how much you are 
obliged to his goodneſs; who when he hath fitted 
the body anew to obey the mind, reſtores the mind to 
its command over the body, and over itſelf, and to a 
capacity for knowledge and virtue, and for purſuing 
with ſucceſs immortal felicity. How often have we 
received this benefit, but how ſeldom, and how faintly 
apprehended our obligations to our Benefactar ! Let 


us for the future every Morning when we awake to 


Reaſon 
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Reaſan awake to gratitude to the reſtorer of it, which, 
is but our reaſonable ſervice; and when we awake to 
new vigour: and activity, reſolve to imploy theſe for 
him in avbom we live and move. | | 

4. That we are refreſhed in ſleep, that we awake to. 
bealth, and ſafe. from the dangers which ſurround us: 
in the night ſeaſon, ſhould. excite in us grateful ſentt- 
ments to God who ſuſtains and protects us. 

This David ſeems to have had eſpecially on his. 
| thoughts when he. made the acknowledgment in the, 
Text, that amidſt enemies he flept quietly, and 
awoke in ſafety, under the divine protection. The: 
reſtleſs nights we have ſometimes paſt, either wholly. 
ſleepleis, or in unrefreſhing ſlumbers, by means of 2, 
. body or an uneaſy mind; ſhould, upon re- 
flection, make us more thankful to God, when our 
ſleep is ; ſound and refreſhing, and our awaking chear- 
ful. What has once been our uneaſy ſtate might al- 
ways be ſo, and probably would be ſo; did not the 
wiſe and kind direction 2 God preſerve the right 
ſtate and regular flow of the blood and, ſpirits. Thoſe 
frightful dreams, which have ſometimes filled our 
nights with horror, might always haunt us, did not 
he regulate the workings of the imagination, or re- 
ſtrain the malice of unfriendly ſpirits. 

If therefore our nights are free from pain, our 
Uumbers pleaſing, and health continues to ſmile. on 
us with the returning Morn, with warm gratitude we 
ſhould acknowledge the goodneſs..of God, who ex- 
empts us from evils which better men have endured ; 
witneſs * Job, who thus feelingly laments his condi- 
tion, Weariſome. nights are appointed to me. When 
T lie. down, I ſay, when fhall I ariſe and the night be 
gone? And I am full of toffings to and fro, unto, the 
dawning of the day. M ben T ſay, my: bed ſhall comfort 
me, my couch fhall eaſe my complaint; then thou. ſcareſt 
jus with dreams and terrifieſt me with viſions. If the 


contrary 
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contrary of this deſeription has beeh generally, or al- 
ways our lot, and we have not been gratefully ſenſible 
of our obligations to God; may we not ke God 
by changing our ſtate to teach us the value of a bleſ- 
ſing, of which our continued enjoyment, tho' it 
heightened the obligation, yet rendered us leſs ſen - 
ſible ? If painful nights are at any time appointed to 
us, let us think how ſmall a portion they bear to the 
nights of eaſe we have paſt, or to thoſe of pain which 
we have deſerved; or to chat degree of happineſs we 
may gain by receiving inſtructionz from what we feel, 
being reclaimed from folly or Vce, or excited and 
formed to a more exact virtue and ſubmiſſion fo God, 
or to a more diligent purſuit of the perfect reſt of 
heaven. Hath a healthful conſtitutioh exempted us 
from nights of pain? And ſhould not our gratitude 
be freſh every Morning to our Maker, who formed 
our conſtitutions thus healthful, who preſcribed us 
thoſe rules of temperance” which preſerve this ſound 
ftate, and whoſe watchful Providence hath fenced 
off the thouſands of accidents againft which we could 
not guard, but which falling on ns-would have de- 
ſtroyed the good order of our bodies; or who hath 
furniſhed us in the world, and in our ſituation direct- 
ed us to thoſe remedies, which have reſtored our health 
when at any time impaired ? 1555 on 
Again, how defenceleſs as to ourſelves our condi- 
tion in ſleep! How many the evils to which we are 
expoſed from tlie violence of bad men, or from the 
rage of fires or ſtorms ; our being fecure from which 
while we are ſleeping we owe to his watchful care, 
who! never Res nor fleeps, and who alone makes 
us to dwell in fafety. To what ruin from thieves or 
flames might the careleſsneſs of a ſervant, or neigh- 
bour, or even the undeſigning activity of domeſtick 
animals expoſe us ? And what but his good Provi- 
dence ſecures us from it, who over-rules all human 
\ minds, 
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minds, and directs what we call Chance, and Acci- 
dent ? Have therefore for the courſe of many years 
laid me down and ſlept ſecurely, and awoke to health 
and ſafety, and to the continued poſſeſſion of the 

things of. life? And ought I not to own that 
od who, when I am unable to take care of myſelf, 
and of what is mine, by his real tho” ſecret Providence 
protects me? Is the courſe of things ſo ordered, that 
theſe evils ſhould feldom threaten me, and am I not 
then obliged to. his wiſdom and kindneſs, which ap- 
pointed this beneficial courſe? Or does the natural 
courſe of things really threaten me. with theſe evils, 
oftener than I have ever been in ſenſible danger from 
them? And am I not indebted to his goodneſs, who 
thus kindly over-rules what I call Time, and Chance, 
and Natural Cauſes ? Do I not continually hear of 
perſons who have ſuffered by one or other of theſe 
cauſes? And ought I not to be thankful to God, 
that I am only acquainted with theſe evils as pieces 
of news, and awake every Morning refreſhed, chear- 
ful, and to uninterrupted health and ſafety? | 
5. The continuance of the health, and life and 
proſperity. of our friends and families ſhould raiſe our 
thoughts in grateful admiration every Morning to 
God, who guards and ſuitains them and us. 
- There is never a Night paſſes, wherein ſickneſs and 
death do not afflict and lay waſte many families, de- 
prive many of friends and valued relations, and fill 
houſes with grief and diſtreſs. It we therefore have 
for many years had our families ſecured from the 
ſtroke of death, and conſtantly awake unalarmed by 
its viſits, and unlamenting 3 its violence; we 
ought ſurely, with a lively gratitude to acknowledge 
his mercy, who continues the life and health of 
who are dear to us, and whoſe well-being is of ſo 
reat importance to ours. When in one Night death 
ized the * firſt-born in every Egyptian family, while 
the 
= Exod, xii. 29. 
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the-[/raelites were univerſally ſecured from the ſtroke; 
no doubt the lamentations of cheir-neighbours gave 
an uncommon-warmth to their praiſes of the divine 
goodneſs, which thus diſtinguiſhed them. We are 
really as much obliged to the divine Mercy every 
Morning as the {/raelites were at that time, ſince it 
is God who continues the lives of our relations and 
friends which he can at pleaſure take away; and ſince 
his unwearied action preſerves the regularity of every 
body, and the Reaſon of every mind. crack 
Ihe good therefore which we conſtantly. receive 
from the health, and life, and happineſs of our friends 
and families, and the joy we have in them, are the 
effects of his goodneſs, who guards them from ſur- 
rounding evils,” and “gives to all life and breath and 
all things. It is our weakneſs, that when we readily 
aſcribe to the divine Providence and mercy any bleſ- 
ſing or deliverance out of the common way, and 
which ſeems the effect of a particular interpaſition of 
God in our favour; we do not think ourſelves yet 
more obliged to God for the much more numerous 
bleſſings and advantages, which ariſe to us out of the 
ſtated courſe of nature and the world. We are as 
truly obliged to God for every one of theſe, ſince his 
{kill and power at firſt framed this beneficial conſtitu- 
tion of things, and his unwearied kindneſs exerts theſe 
ſame perfections in maintaining it. If God gave to 
me at firſt, and always preſerved to me thoſe rela- 
tions and friends, whole life, and health, and proſpe- 
rity, in a great meaſure make my happineſs; I am 
certainly more indebted to his goodneſs for the con- 
ftant preſervation of theſe, than for his remarkably 
delivering one of them in a particular juncture from 
an evil which threatened his life. Let us learn there- 
fore to aſcribe the bleſſings we receive from the ſtated 
courſe of nature, to the Author of nature, and the 
Preſerver of its ſtated courſe ; and every Morning 
with 
Acts xvii. 25. 
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with freſh gratitude own, his bounty in thoſe ſatisfac- 
tions which we and the friends we tenderly love re- 
ceive from it. And not to multiply particulars 

6. Finally, that we awake every Morning with 
abilities and advantages for purſuing ſucceſsfully im- 
mortal glory and bleſſedueſs ſhould excite in us the 
warmeſt. gratitude to God, who ſuſtains. us in a, life 
thus infinitely improveable. wins 3 

The chief value of the preſent life ariſes from its 
relation to a following immortality, and in this reſpect 
it is infinitely valuable; and the goodneſs of God, in 
continuing it'with this lars that by improving it 
aright we may be prepared for everlaſting happineſs, 
muſt. be acknowledged as in a manner infinite. May 
I by a ſober, a righteous, and a godly life, become 
« meet for eternal bleſſedneſs in heaven, and intitled 
« toit; to a ſtate of immortal youth, beauty, and 
e activity, where the nobleſt pleaſures of the preſent 
« life, the pleaſures of knowledge, goodneſs, friend- 
«+ ſhip, and devotion, are poſſeſt in full perfection, 
« and where * God hath provided for them that love 
« him a variety of. other 500% ſuch as eye bath not 
ei ſzen, nor ear heard, nor hath it entered into the heart 
« of man t0 conceive ; and theſe to be injoyed not for 
a few years, not for thouſands of ages only, but 
for ever? Is this life a ſeaſon for ſecuring this hap- 
e pineſs, and the only ſeaſon? Have I fooliſhly and 
6 ungratefully waſted life hitherto, trifled with the 
<« offers of this immenſe felicity, and refuſed to be 
« grateful and obedient to God who deſigned me for 
eit; and does he yet preſerve me in a capacity of 
« ſecuring. it? Is my day of grace as well as of life 
e renewed; and does God by prolonging to me 
* another Morning my life and Reaſon. prolong to 
« me the opportunity for being eternally happy? 
« How great mult I c2nfeſs this benignity ! How 
“ many have this Night ſlept the ſleep of death; of 


„ how 
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< how many hath God ” required their fouls ;, whs 
< have been thus removed from all poſſibility of 
being bleſſed for ever, and ſunk to an eternal de- 
% ſpair of it! Had not I deſerved the fame treat- 
ment? If God hed called my ſoul to his tribunal, 
« what muſt have been my ſentence ? What, but 
« an eternal baniſhment from heaven and hap- 
% pineſs ? But his forfeited mercy continues to me 
ce an ability of avoiding this dreadful ſentence, and of 
<«< attaining to this ineſfimable felicity ; how ineſtim- 
&« able this mercy ! And ſhall I live on inſenſible to 
« jt, and perſiſt to abuſe it? No—Thanks be to 
« God I do not like the a rich man lift up my eyes in 
« torment, but I'can lift them to heaven with the 
« hope it may yet be my eternal abode ! I will abuſe 
4 this mercy no longer, leſt it be exchanged for a juſt 
« ſeverity ; I will trifle no longer with the offers of 
« eternal life, leaſt they Teaſe for ever; I will not 
% waſte one Day more, leaſt it ſhould prove my laſt 
c opportunity for ſecuring heaven, but thankful to 
God that I may yet live for his favour and for bliſs 
eternal, I will really live to Day by improving it 
© for theſe noble purpoles, and never loſe another 
« Day which I can thus improve.“ Are not theſe 
ſentiments very juſt and er for thoſe, whom God 
grants to ſee the Morning of another Day, and wha 
had before waſted every Day? | 
And as for thoſe who have not'waſted the whole 
of life hitherto, yet with what gratitude ſhould they 
receive the favour of another Day, in which they 
may live for heaven? © If I have not wholly waſted 
life, yet I have not lived to ſo good purpoſe, as to 
« deſerve and claim as matter of right the continuance 
« of the bleſſing. Have T not many faults to be cor- 
e rected. in my temper, before T ſhall be in a great 
* ee meet for the inheritance of the ſaints in 
on lighe 1 Are there not many degrees in piety and 
* holineſs yet above me, by riſing to which I may 
- * raiſe 


Luke xii. 20 4 xvi. 23. 


* 


affiſted and recommended. 17 
it raiſe myſelf higher in the favour of God, and in 
tc the ſcale of bleſſedneſs for eternity? Have I not 
& many opportunities for doing good ſtill in my 
« hands, by a diligent improvement of which I may 
& lay up treaſures in heaven? And am I not then 
greatly obliged to the goodneſs of God who con- 
c tinues theſe with me, that by improving them 
te aright I may inlarge my intereſt-in the joys of im- 
& mortality? With gratitude and pleaſure therefore 
I welcome the appearance of another Day, which 
& calls me anew to the purſuit of glory, honour, and 
& immortality. Were my buſineſs, hopes, and happi- 
& neſs confined to the preſent life, I might then grow 
&« indifferent to the return of another Morning, after 
I had for ſome time gone the round of the buſineſs 
&*& and pleaſures of life, which would be {ſtill loſing 
te theirreliſh, and grow tedious by the frequent repe- 
&* tition ; but when by a more rational and fervent 
&« piety, a more active virtue and beneficence, I may 
* make every Day inſtrumental to my gaining a de- 
6 gree of happineſs, for value much ſuperior to all 
tc the ſeparate good and enjoyments of the preſent 
« life, with what grateful emotions ſhould I praiſe 

e the goodneſs which prolongs to me time ſo pre- 
& cious, and with this deſign, that by well improv- 
& ing it I may prepare myſelf to receive the promiſed 
& increaſe of the heavenly reward and happineſs ? 
&« Let thoſe therefore complain of life who have no 
& hopes beyond it, or who know not how to improve 
it for eternity; I will rejoice in every Day the 
& mercy of God adds to my life, till that hour arrive, 
« when in the beſt preparation for the reſt of heaven, 
„ ſhall /feep in Feſus, that I may awake to glory and 
«* immortality,” 5 

This may ſuffice for the repreſentation of the prin- 
cipal inſtances of the diyine Providence and Goodneſs 
which every Morning calls us to obſerve. As for the 
duties to which theſe oblige us, I ſhall treat them in 
the next Sermon, 


C S ER. 


* 


Ro ar ol 
SER M ON II. 


Of the Duties to which the returning in- 
ſtances of the Providence and Good 


neſs of God every Morning oblige us. 
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T laid me down and ſlept; I awaked, for the Lord 
ſuſtained me. | 


N the preceding Diſcourſe on theſe words I re- 
reſented to you the principal inſtances of the 
Providence and Goodneſs of God, which every 
Morning offers to our thoughts, under the following 
heads—the conſtant, regular, and uſeful ſucceſſion 
of Day and Night—the continuance of, the beaut 
and order of the creation, and the continuance in lite 
of an infinite variety of creatures, to which we are 
every Morning witneſſes the renewal of our Reaſon - 
and active Powers after the ſuſpenſion of them in 
ſleep our being refreſhed in ſleep, and awaking to 
health, and fafe from the dangers that ſurround us in 
the night ſeaſon—the continuance of the health and 
life and proſperity of our friends and families — and 
our awaking every Morning to a capacity of purſuing 
with ſucceſs immortal glory and bleſſedneſs. Accord- 


ing to the method propoſed I am now, 


II. To 
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II. To ſhew you the praical uſe we ſhould make 
of theſe returning inſtances of the Providence and 
Goodneſs of God, or the principal duties to which 
they oblige us. I have hinted ſeveral of them in the 
preceding Diſcourſe, and ſhall now more diſtinctly 

and at large conſider the following, Q 
1. Theſe conſtantly returning inſtances of the 
divine Providence and Goodneſs ſhould produce and 
maintain in our minds a conſtant humble ſenſe of our 
intire dependence upon God, and a warm gratitude 
for our unſpeakable and increaſing obligations to 

him. 

A grateful dependent temper is evidently the 
roper temper of thoſe who are continually preſerved 
and ſupplied by God, and is a practical acknowledg- 
ment Yihe truth of our caſe: If an alwiſe and al- 
mighty Being continually rolls round the Earth, darts 
the Sun- beams, cauſes the chearing light of the Morn 
to ſucceed the gloom of Night, reſtores to us our 
Reaſon and active Powers, actuates the vegetable, 
and is the life of the animal creation; and i on the 
ceaſing of his influences, darkneſs and death would 
overſpread all ; certainly it becomes us his reaſonable 
creation humbly to apprehend our intire dependence 
upon God in whoſe hand is our breath and life, to re- 
verence almighty wiſdom and goodneſs continually 
exerting themſelves around us, and with the moſt 
affectionate gratitude and love to think over our ob- 
ligations to the condeſcending, unwearied, and ever 
watchful kindneſs of our Preſerver, who cauſes the 
returning light to viſit us, and raiſes us to behold it 
in health and ſafety, and who continues us in life, 
that by rightly improving it we might riſe to com- 
pleat and everlaſting bleſſedneſs. Not to be thus 
affected towards God, when by the returning light he 
awakens us to Reaſon and active life, and to injoy 
numberleſs effects of his Preſence and Goodneſs, is 
| C 2 in 
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in reality to deny, contrary to truth and gratitude, that 


we are thus dependent upon God, and thus obliged 
to him; and muſt be a temper very diſpleaſing to 
God in rational, Beings, whom he hath made capable. 
of apprehending his Preſence and Benevolence and 
their own obligations to him; that by thinking of 
and being ſuitably affected with theſe, they might 
injoy the nobleſt ſatisfactions, the ſatisfactions of ve- 
nerating infinite perfection and ever- active goodnels, 
of gratitude to the greateſt friend, and of a pleaſing 
confidence in almighty wiſdom and ever-diffufive 


benevolence - continually ſurrounding them; and 


might thus alſo qualify themſelves for ſtill larger 
communications from this infinite ocean of good. 
Tho' we cannot therefore always actually think of 
God, yet gratitude and dependence ſhould be our 
temper, and frequently expreſt in the actions naturally 
ſpringing from theſe affections; ſhould animate and 
regulate our whole behaviour, and readily appear on 


every freſh call, and every remarkable renewal of the 


divine benefits. And more eſpecially, 

2. In our beginning every Day with a ſerious acknow- 
ledgement of our intire dependence on God, a grate- 
ful recollection of the divine benefits, and earneſt 
ſupplications of his continued favour, expreſt and 
cheriſhed in direct addreſſes of Prayer and Praiſe to 
God. | 

What a noble ſpirit of Devotion truly worthy of 
Paradiſe is expreſſed in the Morning Hymn, which 
Milton repreſents the firſt Parents of mankind addreſ- 
ſing to their Creator; and how reaſonable this gra- 
titude and adoration upon their beholding anew the 
grand and beautiful creation, actuated and upheld 


by its Maker; and upon their injoying anew the 


effects of the divine goodneſs ? I will quote a few 
lines from it *. = 


Theſe 


« Paradiſe loſt, B. 5. I. 153, Kc. 
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Theſe are thy glorious works, Parent of good ! 
Almighty ! Thine this univerſal frame, | 
Thus wondrous fair. Thyſelf how wondrous then! 
Unſpeakable ! Whofitt'ſt above theſe heavens, 

To us inviſible, or dimly ſeen | 

In theſe thy loweſt works ; yet theſe declare 

Thy goodneſs beyond thought, and power divine. 

Speak ye, who beſt can tell, ye ſons of light, 

Angels, fer ye behold him, and with ſongs 

And choral ſymphonies, day without night, 

Circle his throne rejoicing ; ye in heav'n: 

On earth join all ye creatures to extol 

Him firſt, him laſt, him midſt, and without end! 

Faireſt of ſtars, laſt in the train of night, 

If better thou belong not to the dawn, 

Sure pledge of day, that crown'ſt the ſmiling morn 
With thy bright circlet, praiſe him in thy ſphere, 
While day ariſes, that ſweet hour of prime. 
Thou Sun, of this great world both eye and ſoul, 

Acknowledge him thy greater, ſound his praiſe 

In thine eternal courſe, both when thou climb'ſt, 
And when high noon haſt gain'd, and when thou fall'ſt. 


What can be more reaſonable than that on our 
awaking in the Morning to health and Reaſon, to be- 
hold the beauties of the creation, which the hand of 
God ane preſents for our entertainment, and to in- 
Joy anew a variety of bleſſings ſupplied by his bounty, 
and to renew under his conduct our purſuit of glory, 
honour, and immortality ; what can be more reaſon- 
able than in this or the like manner every Morning 
in ſecret Devotion to addreſs the God, who convinces 
us of his conſtant Preſence by innumerable freſh 
effects of his benignity ? 

I adore the almighty rye which anew 
«* cauſes the chearing light of the Morning to viſit 
me, which rolls round the ſun, and darts his beams, 
* when otherwiſe they would continue motionleſs, 


* and ceaſe to viſit and warm the earth; and which 


« preſerves the world about me in life and beauty. 
C3 #442 - How 
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* How boundleſs that power which thus unwearied 
e exerts itſelf and actuates univerſal nature! How 
*© adorable that wiſdom which produces all this beauty 
* and good, and preſerves them | And how incon- 
* ceivably great that goodneſs which thus acts con- 
* tinually for the good of creatures without number! 
] adore thee as the God of my life and the length 
* of my days. I bleſs thee for my continued health 
* and renewed Reaſon, for the ſecurity and repoſe of 
another Night, and the various bleſſings amidſt 
which I ſee another Day; and eſpecially I praiſe 
* thee, that I ſee it in a capacity of approving myſelf 
to thee by an obedience to thy will and preparing 
© myſelf for everlaſtiag bleſſedneſs. How many 
* ways, and how intirely am I thine! May I hve 
<* ſenſible of thy right in me and of my unſpeakable 
obligations; may it be the great concern of my 
“future life to pleaſe thee, and to imitate thy good- 
* neſs in doing good to mankind ; and may thy fa- 
e your ſtill attend me thro” life, protect and provide 
* for me; cheriſh in me the principles of the divine 
<« life, and conduct me on to ſtill higher improve- 
* ments in piety and virtue, and to that immortality 
of bleſſedneſs which thine unbounded Benignity 
<* hath provided for thy el 4 and obedient chil- 
« dren ;; to which the Goſpel.of thy Son directs me, 
<« and of which thou haſt given me, tho' imperfect if 
* ſincere, thro* his death and; reſurrection a glorious 
* aſſurance.” ee eee 
Are not ſuch, ſerious and fervent addreſſes ta God 
every Morning, the proper language of creatures thus 
dependent and thus obliged'? Are they not neceſſary 
to keep aliye on our minds a ſtrong and active ſenſe 
of the divine mercy and of our obligations to it, and 
a concern to walk worthy of them? And are they 
not neceſſary alſo to —__ us for the continued fa- 
your and direction of our heavenly Father, and ought 
We not to make them the imployment of every 
8 Morning ? 
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Morning ? And is not neglecting thus to addreſs God 
every Morning in ect ungratefully to deny, that we 
are thus dependent or obliged ; and to ſay, we need 
not, and value not his favours ? 
Further, as beſides the obligations of every particu- 
lar perſon, every family as ſuch is obliged to God for 
the continuance of its ſafety, health, and proſperity, 
and for various bleſſings in common injoyed by them; 
for the head of it every Morning to acknowledge with 
his family the goodneſs of God to them in devout 
Prayers and Praiſes, is no more than acting as be- 
comes a family thus obliged, hath the beſt tendency 
to impreſs the thoughtleſs and inſenſible with a con- 
viction of their obligations to God, and a concern to 
| behave ſuitable to them; and is the be way to 
draw down the peculiar bleſſing of God on a family; 
and it will therefore be the imployment of every one 
ſtrongly apprehenſive of what he owes to God in that 
capacity, and heartily concerned for the proſperity 
and happineſs of thoſe under his care both in time 
and to eternity. Is not neglecting family Religion in 
effect to ſay, that as a family we are not dependent 
nor obliged to God, and do not need or deſire his 
favour and bleſſing? And is not this language the 
reverſe of truth, gratitude, and juſtice? | 
3. If God ſuſtain us in life, and his favours are re- 
newed to us every Morning, we ought chearfully ta 
live to bim, and in proſecution of thoſe ends for which 
he maintains us in life. | 
If we owe the prolonging of our lives, of our ca- 
pacities for action and injoyment, and all the good 
things we poſſeſs, to his conftant Providence, he hath 
certainly a right to direct how his own gu ſhould be 
imployed : and if he unwearied confer upon us ſq 
many benefits,” guard us by his watchful care, ſupply 
us by his aver-flowing bounty, and maintain us in 
life, that by rightly improving it we might live and 
be happy for ever, gratitude ſhould excite us to 
3 C 4 practiſe 
8 Gen. XV111, 18, 19» | 
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practiſe whatever is well-pleaſing to ſuch a Benefac- 
tor, and to rejoice that we can make him any returns 
which he will accept and reward, _ | 
Do] then really owe the returning light to his 
< almighty hand, which turns round the Earth, and 
darts the Sun-beams ? Does his wiſe goodneſs after 
the ſuſpenſion of my Reaſon and active Powers in 
&« ſleepreſtore them to me, and give me to ſce ano- 
* ther Day in the poſſeſſion of health and friends, and 
peace, and plenty and reputation? And hath he * 
« required of me that I do juſtice, love mercy, and walk 
* humbly with him; and ſhall I refuſe to tulfil theſe 
* commands? I cannot exert a power, or injoy a 
* good, which I do not continually receive from 
* him. And ſhallI abuſe ſuch powers to the injury 
* of his creatures, his children, or waſte his bounties 
* by an intemperate abuſe ? I cannot be ſo fooliſh, I 
* will not be ſo ungrateful to that God who is ever 
4 preſent with me, and convincing me of his Pre- 
& ſence by. his benefits. I will cultivate the rational 
powers he hath given me, and indeavour to im- 
« prove in knowledge and goodneſs ; I will exert 
* the abilities given and. preſerved to me by him, in 
* the belt diſcharge of the duties I owe my family, 
* my friends and country; and I will raiſe the reliſh 
< of the bleſſings he ſupplies me, by the nobler ſa- 
e tisfaftions of gratitude and hope in him, and doing 
good to others. This way I may inſure the conti- 
** nuance of his protection and favour ;' by an oppo- 
< ſite conduct I muſt neceſſarily become the object 
* of his diſpleaſure and condemnation. 
* At what a great expence am I maintained in 
lite ? Almighty power is conſtantly exerted in 
rolling round the Sun to give me light ; the ſame 
almighty power and equal wiſdom are conſtantly 
+ exerted to preſerve the healthfulneſs of the air, the 
* fertility of the earth, and the beauty of the world 
* about me; nothing leſs than the continued — 
. 
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Mich. vi. 8, 
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of the divine wiſdom directs the regular circulation 
of my blood, ſeparates the proper juices, and keeps 
up the order and action of my body, compoſed of ten 
thouſand fine parts and ſprings, and cauſes the or- 
derly return of ideas; and ſhall I render all this 
expence of wiſdom, power, and goodneſs a vain 
expence, by my anſwering no valuable purpoſe in 
living, but giving myſelf up to idleneſs, amuſe- 
ment, or low indulgences and purſuits ? No — 
As I am preſerved a reaſonable Being, capable of 
acknowledging and reſembling God my Maker and 
Preſerver, I will apply myſelf to cheriſh the 
knowledge and the love of God, and a concern to 
pleaſe him, by reſembling him in juſtice, mercy, 
truth, and beneficence ; that I may be qualified 
for his approbation now, and for that more perfe& 
ſtate of happineſs for which he deſigns me. How 
happy ſhall I now be, if conſcious that I make to 
this ever preſent and infinitely good Being the 
returns he deſires, and anſwer well the end for 
which he upholds me in life ! But how wretched if 
I bring on myſelf the condemnation of habitual in- 
gratitude, and diſobedience, to the God of my life, 
and of making all the expence of his wiſdom, 
power, and mercy for fupplying me a loſt expence ! 
Were God removed at a diſtance, were he uncon- 
cerned for my welfare, and did he ceaſe to do 
me good, I might be excuſed if I grew uncon- 
cerned to pleaſe him; but when I * hve, and 
move, and have my being in him, 1 muſt be inexcu- 
ſably ſtupid, ungrateful, and guilty, if I live 
without any concern to pleaſe him, and to diſcharge 


the duties he hath injoined me.“ 


4. Are we conſtantly preſerved-by God, and doth 


every Morning give us numberleſs proofs of his Pre- 
ſence and Providence? How ſhould we fear to of- 
fend him, in whoſe band is our breath, and life, and 
- whoſe are all our ways ! 


|: We 
Acts xvii. 28. 
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Me can have no rational pretence to be eaſy in 4 
courſe of diſobedience to God, but either that he does 
not obſerve our conduct, or is not able to puniſh it ; - 
and the inſtances without number of the conſtant 
Providence of God, which every Morning preſents to 
us, manifeſt both theſe pretences to be wholly 
vain. He who reſtores the Morning light, muſt be 
preſent all over the world he inlightens ; and he who 
conſtantly preſerves or reſtores the activity of our bo- 
dies and the Reaſon of our minds, muſt certainly 
know whatever paſſes within our ſouls, and how we 


imploy the activity of our bodies. We live, and move, 


and have our being in him, and therefore, as the 
Apoſtle reaſons with the philoſophical Athenians, * he 
cannot be far from us, or unacquainted with what 
we do. Ke 

.. Havel therefore, while forgetful of God, been pre- 
vailed upon by mean pleaſures, or the temptations of 
corrupt example, to do what God hath forbidden me ? 


And becauſe I thought not of him, acted as if he re- 


garded not me? Have I diſhonoured his ſacred 
name- by prophane oaths and curſes, ſhown a contempt 
of his majeſty and perfections by an irreverent be- 
havicur during the worſhip of God, or have 1 abuſed 
his bounties by intemperance, or by injuſtice and inhu- 
manity broke in upon the peace and happineſs of his 
creatures, which his continued beneficence proves to 
be ſo much his delight? Havel done this without 
fear of his diſpleaſure or puniſhment, and becauſe I 
ſaw not him, concluded he ſaw not me? Let me by 
ſerious conſideration remove this ſtupid inſenſibility 
to the divine Preſence, of which this Morning gives 
me a thouſand proofs, It is not more certain that J 
ſee the returning light, than that the God who cauſes 
the light to return, and dart upon my eyes, and who 
preſerves my eyes in a condition to diſcern it, muſt be 
preſent with me, and ” ſee what Ido. It is not more 
certain, 

* Adds xvii. 27. Pſal. xclv. g. : 
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certain, that after the interruption of ſleep I awake 
to Reaſon and Activity, than that the God who renews 
my Reaſon and active Powers muſt be preſent, and 
fee how I uſe them. He muſt be wherever he a#s ; 
and he muſt know whatever is done by the body or 
mind, whoſe order and vigour he preſerves, And if 
he knows what I do, it is too plain he muſt be diſ- 

leaſed with me. | 

If he preſerves my Reaſon by which I am capa- 
citated gratefully to apprehend his benefits, he muſt 
be diſpleaſed if I never apply it to its beſt uſe, * to ſeeł 
after God, thankfully to own his goodneſs, and adore 
his perfections. If with ſo great expence of wiſdom 
he maintains the regularity of my body, and the rea- 
ſoning powers of my mind, he muſt be diſpleaſed with 
me, when by an intemperate abuſe of his bounties I 
deſtroy the health of my body, and diſturb the Reaſon 
of my mind. And if with ſuch expence of goodneſs 
he continues the beauty of the creation about me, and 
the capacities of my fellow men for happineſs, he 
muſt be diſpleaſed, greatly diſpleaſed with me, when 
by indulging to violent and unjuſt paſſions, by fraud, 
unimercifunef and the like, I make thoſe wretched, 
whom he hath taken ſo much care to make happy. 
And if an ever preſent God be angry with me, what 
have I not to fear from his anger, as the health of my 
body and the ſoundneſs of my mind depend intirely 
upon his influence? How eaſily can he fill my bod 
with pains, and my mind with horrour ? 15 
* Tf the continuanee of my friends, and of all the 
bleſſings that ſurround me, depend alſo upon him, 
how eafily can he ſtrip me of friends or wealth, and 
leave me wretched and abandoned? And if he does 
not immediately puniſh thoſe vices, of which I know 


him to be a ſs and an abborrer, have I not the 
greateſt reaſon to apprehend, that becaule I have ſo 
3 much 
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much abuſed his mercy, he will not chaſten me, but 
leave me to * fill up the meaſure of my ſins, until become 
ripe for utter deſtruction I fall into it? I will there- 
fore no more forget God. Until I can find a place 
where God is not, I will not dare to offend him. 
And until I ceaſe to be dependant upon him for life 


and all things, I will not venture to affront him, but 


> tand in awe and not fin, eſteeming nothing to be of 
ſo great importance to my happineſs as to be upon 
good terms with an omnipreſent God, the God of my 
lite, and the length of my days. Or am I in ſome 
degree concerned to pleaſe God, and fearful of offend- 
ing him? I will endeavour that my regard to him 
be conſtant as his Preſence with me; wherever I am 
I will fear tg fin againſt him, who can never be indif. 
ferent to ſin or a ftranger to what I do: and then I 
ſhall be able to rejoice in his conſtant Preſence with 
me, and in the aſſurance that he will be to me © 2 ſur 
and a ſhield, will give me grace and glory, and with- 
bold no good thing while I walk uprightly. This. 
minds me, | 1 
5. Of another duty to which we are obliged by the 
renewed proofs of the divine Providence and Good- 
neſs that we have every Morning, a chearful truſt in 
God, and joy in his Preſence and Goodneſs always ſur- 
rounding us. er e $19) Tr? of 2m en 
The God, in whom we exhort the pious and obe- 
dient to truſt is not a Being far removed from our 
world, or unconcerned at what paſſes in it. His Pre- 
ſence fills and upholds the univerſe, and the riſing 
Sun, the continued order and beauty of the creation, 
and the renewed reaſon, life, and activity of man- 
kind, prove his power, wiſdom, and benevolence to 
be unlimited, and ever active in the world about us. 
And what good can be too great to be expected from 
this infinite Being by thoſe, who endeavour to a 5 


1 Theſ. ii. 16. » Pfal. iv, 4. e baxxiv. 11. 
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lified for his favour ? He who thus appears to hold all 
nature in his hand, muſt have all good in his diſpoſal, 
and all evil under his controul. He who gives to all 
life, and breath, and all things, will Cs give his 
children, his approved and obedient children, every 

ood proper for them. In this manner our bleſſed 
yn reaſons from the common bounty of God in 
feeding the fowls of the air, and cloathing the lillies 
of the field, to his ſpecial concern for the. pious and 

ood ; and in this reaſoning we may ſafely follow 
3 For certainly he who by his Sun enlivens the 
creation, will by the light of his countenance chear 
and enliven their ſouls, who look to him and hope in 
him. And he who by his common Providence 
guards mankind, even the evil and unthankful; will 

— his ſpecial Providence protect thoſe, who by prayer 
and well doing put themſelves under his care, and 
. endeavour to keep themſelves in his love. The health 
of their bodies, the moral ſoundneſs and vigour of 
their ſouls, their ſecurity from dangerous temptations, 
and their ſucceſs in the purſuit of all real good, and 
_ eſpecially in purſuing the perfection of their minds in 


| piety and virtue, cannot but always be his care, if 
in every thing by prayer and ſupplication with thankſ- 
giving they make their requeſts known unto God. With 
the ſame eaſe as he enlightens the world every Morn- 
ing, he can provide for their happineſs ; and that he 
will do it, the wiſdom and goodneſs conſpicuous in 
the natura! world abundantly prove. He who is wiſe 
to appoint the Sun his place and his courſe, can- 
not but be equally wiſe to govern the moral world by 
the beſt laws; and the beſt of all laws is, that there 
| ſhall be * a reward for the righteous, that God ſhould 
have pleaſure in them that fear bim, and that hope in his 
| mercy, and make them blefſed who truſt in bim. With 


reaſon 


Matt. vi. 25. e Matt. v. 45 f Philip. iv. 6, 
t Pſal. lviii. 11. cxlvii. 11. Ixxxiv. 12. 
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reaſon therefore may they ® joy in the Lord, and rejoice 
in the God of their Salvation. pitt 

What joy would overflow the men of the world to 
be aſſured of the favour of their Prince, to have a con- 
{tant acceſs to his preſence, and the command of his 
treaſures. But there are very great evils which the 
power of a Prince cannot keep off, ſuch as ſickneſs, 
pain, the torment of ungoverned paſſions, guilty re- 
morſe, and the moſt dreaded of all evils, death. And 
the moſt valuable goods are ſuch as their treaſures 
cannot purchaſe, nor their bounty beſtow, health, 
wiſdom, an eſtabliſhed virtue, and a calm and fteady 
greatneſs of mind, ſuperior to the fears or approaches 
of death. But all thoſe evils juſt mentioned, and 
every other evil, are under the direction and controul 
of God; and all theſe, and every other good, are in 
his gift; and the ſincerely pious are aſſured by the 
promiſe of an unchanging God, hat all things ſhall 
work together for good to them that love God, and that 
he will guide them by his counſel, till he bring them 
unto glory. * Rejoice therefore in the Lord ye 
righteous, in the Lord who commands the day-ſpring to 
know its place, who is the Father of lights, from whom 
cometh down every good and perfect gift, and with whom 
is no variableneſs, nor ſhadow of a change. 

6. This unwearied ever- active goodneſs of God, 
to which every Morning witneſſes, fhould en- 
cage us to imitate him in doing good moſt exten- 
ſively. 

The glory, majeſty, and happineſs of God conſiſt 
not in idle ſtate, in diſregarding all below him, or 
making all to ſerve a private humour of his own ; no 


| —— God is the greateſt and happieſt of beings, be- 


cauſe he is the beſt, ever infinitely communicative of 
good; he diſdains not to imploy his almighty power 
NE, in 


b Pfal. xxxiii. 1. Hab. iii. 18. i Rom. viii. 28, 
& Pal. xcvii. 12. Job xxxvill. 12. James i. 17. 
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in darting the Sun- beams, and enlightening and 
warming a world of men and animals infinitely below 
him. ® The eyes of all wait upon him, and he giveth 
them their meat in due ſeaſon. He openeth his hand, 
they are ſatisfied with good ; but if he hide his face, they 
are troubled, they die, and return to their duſt. God is 
infinitely happy in the conſciouſneſs of communi- 
cating good in infinite quantities continually amongſt 
innumerable creatures, and in making the out- goings 
of every Morning to rejoice in his bounty. And we 
can conceive no excellence of nature adoreable and 
amiable like infinite „ — imploying conſtantly 
almighty power, and all- comprehenſive wiſdom, in 
making an univerſe happy. 

Would we therefore be approved of God, and pe- 
culiarly his delight? Let us ſtudy to reſemble him 
in an active diffuſive benevolence. Would we be 
happy like God? Let us imploy our wiſdom, 
wealth, power, and influence in lightening or remov- 
ing the evils, ſupplying the wants, and increaſing the 
virtue and happineſs of all about us. It is not in 
hoarded heaps, in ſplendid pageantry, in a dreaded 
and miſchievous power, to give joys any way com- 

arable to thoſe that ariſe from extenſive charity and 
— If God be the happieſt of beings, and 
if they are happy who reſemble him, are approved by 
him, and conſcious to his approbation; then they are 
happieſt who fill every Day with moſt inſtances of 
kindneſs and generoſity, whoſe hearts overflow with 
Jove to their whole kind, who rejoice in all the good 
and happineſs thar ſurround them, far beyond gay 
idleneſs, luxury, ſenſual indulgences, or a ſordid ſel- 
fiſnneſs. 

When therefore the Father of lights and the 
* Father of mercies renews to us his kindneſs in the 
renewed light and health and reaſon of every Morn- 

ing, 


» Pſal. cxlv, 15. civ. 27. * 2. Cor. i. 3. 
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ing, and the variety of bleſſings, in the poſſeſſion of 
which he cauſes us to awake, let us reſolve to approve 
ourſelves indeed o his children by reſembling him in 
neſs, who maketh his Sun to riſe on the evil and on 
the good, and ſendeth rain on the juſt and on the unjuſt. 
If this be our temper, and this our conduct, his coun- 
tenance will ſhine on us with moſt beneficial influ- 
ences now, and when we awake to the Morning of the 
? reſurreftion, we ſhall awake to the fulneſs of happi- 
neſs, in a world where all are good and happy, com- 
pleatly and for ever happy. To add no more, 
. Does God renew to us every Morning our health 


and Reaſon that we may live for immortality ? We 


ſnould attend to this as the great buſineſs of life, con- 

ſider how we have complied with the deſign of God, 

and reſolve for the future diligently to purſue it. 
God renews to us every Morning our Reaſon and 


active Powers, not merely that we may purſue wealth, 


and gratify our ſenſual paſſions, much leſs that we 
ſhould affront him, and abuſe his bounties by unclean- 
neſs and exceſs ; but he ſupports us in life that we 
may acquaint ourſetves with him, cheriſh by fervent 

rayers and praiſes a conviction of his Preſence and 
1 a proper gratitude for his favours, a pre- 
vailing concern to pleaſe him, and a devotedneſs to his 
will; that we may conform ourſelves to the divine 
goodneſs by eſtabliſhed habits of juſtice, kindneſs, 


mercy, and truth, that we may correct whatever in our 


conduct is diſpleaſing to him, wear out of our tem- 


pers every paſſion that would indiſpoſe us for a ra- 


tional and divine felicity, and prepare ourſelves in the 
beſt manner for reſiding in his immediate preſence, 
where knowledge, devotion, goodneſs, friendſhip, and 
a thouſand other pleaſures, ſuited to reaſonable and 
immortal beings, render the poſſeſſors of them per- 


tor 
2 Matt. v. 4-8. „Luke xiv. 14. 
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for which God cauſes the Sun every Morning to riſe 
upon us, continues the beauty of the world and the 
race of mankind; as appears from hence, that when 
all worthy of this felicity are trained up for it, an end 
ſhall be put to this viſible world, and Day and Night 
revolve no more. This is à deſign indeed worthy of 
the wiſdom and benignity of God, being to accom- 
pliſn the perfection and eternal happineſs of creatures 
made in his image. | 
This then undoubtedly is a deſign worthy all 
* my attention and labours but have I devoted 
them to it? How many Days in which I might 
have lived for heaven and immortality have I loſt ! 
How many Days worſe than loſt in vicious prac- - 
e tices, Which unfit me for heaven! At beſt how 
© negligent am I of it! Jet what ſo important to 
me, what a thouſandth part ſo deſerving of my at- 
<« tention and diligence? . And ſhall I yet trifle ? 
is God thus concerned for my perfection and hap- 
<« pineſs to eternity, and ſhall I be unconcerned ? 
Shall the Sun riſe and ſet in vain to me, and the 
e almighty wiſdom and goodneſs of God be as to me 
“in vain exerted in the preſervation of the world? 
& No for the future they ſhall not. I am aſto- 
niſhed at myſelf, that capable of living for immor- 
A tality I could be content to live to any other 
“ purpoſe. rH | 
„Thanks be to God who hath given me an- 
other Day, which I may imploy in * work- 
t ing out my Salvation ; this and every future 
% Day ſhall be devoted to this work, to learn my 
duty, and to practiſe it, to cheriſh an habit of de- 
e votion and concern to pleaſe God, to diſcharge in 
the beſt manner the duties of every relation, fill 
© life with the moſt numerous inſtances of b-nefi- 
cence, and * to cleanſe myſelf from all filthineſs of 
at "0 * fleſp 


q Gen. iv. 6, Philip ii. 12. 2 Cor. vii. 1. 


34 Morning DEvoTION 
« fleſh and ſpirit, perfecting holineſs in the fear of God. 
« Otherwite how dreadful will be my condemnation, 


« if I wholly neglect that deſign, for the advance- 


« ment of which God cauſeth his Sun continually to 
<« riſe, and renews daily my powers of rational 


„ thought and moral action, yea, for the fake of 


& which he cauſed his own Son to deſcend from 
<« the higheſt heavens, and become a Sun of righteouf- 
« eſs to inlighten a world overſpread with ignorance 
« and vice, and to direct our ſteps into the way to life 
« eternal! Surely if God will allow me to devote 
« this Day to his ſervice, and all my following Days, 
and to hope that he will reward my work of faith 
« and labour of love with life eternal; I will labour in 
« his work, and © be ſteadfaſt, immoveable, always 
« abounding therein, for as much as I ue] that my 
labour in the Lord will not be in vain.” _ | 
This ſubject would ſupply us with various impor- 
tant Reflections, I will conclude with mentioning two 
or three of them. | 
1. From hence we may learn the unreaſonableneſs 
and guilt of irreligion, and habitual forgetfulneſs 
of ... | 
If a Son under the conſtant care of the beſt of Pa- 
rents, who ſupplied him with every thing he wanted 
or deſired, reheved him under every evil, and with 
the greateſt vigilance endeavoured to prevent every 


danger; if this Son would be inexcuſably ſtupid and 


ungrateful, did he never once apprehend and acknow- 
ledge his obligations to his Father, never think what 
he might do to pleaſe him, and when a thouſand op- 
portunities offered for it neglected them all, and upon 
every occaſion did what he knew, or might eaſily 
know was offenſive to him ; if ſuch a Son would for- 
feit all the affection and Eare of his Father, then the 


habitually irreligious are beyond all excuſe ungrate- 


ful, 


t John ili. 16, 17. viii. 12. * 1 Cor. xv. 58. 
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ful;-unworthy the continued favour of God, and de- 
ſerving of his 4 pms For no Parent gives a 
thouſandth part ſo many proofs of his preſence with 
a child and kindneſs for him, as God continually gives 
to the children of men, his creatures, his children. 

The Sun, a ſenſeleſs maſs of fire, would never cf it- 
ſelf chuſe its proper place in the immenſe ſpaces of 
the heavens for inlightening and warming us; nor of 
itſelf continually turn round its vaſt orb, nor from a 
diſtance of fo many millions of miles ſend his rays to 
us every Morning. Our earth, a heavy ſenſelefs 
globe of matter, cannot (without the conſtant energy 
of God impelling it) turn round its axle to give Day 
and Night, or regularly purſue its courſe through the 
trackleſs heavens to bring on the ſeaſons in an uſeful 
ſucceſſion, Our Reaſon and active Powers would 
not of themſelves return to us every Morning after 
the ſuſpenſion of them in ſleep, did not God reſtore 
them. And for every ſingle inſtance of his prelence 
and kindneſs that a good Parent gives his Family by 
wiſe and kind advice, and by providing for them 
every thing convenient as their occaſions return; 
God gives us ten thouſand of his conſtant preſence and 
care and bounty, in reſtoring every Morning the 
light and warmth of the Sun, in reſtoring to Reaſon 
and Activity an infinite number of men, in actuating 
all the animal and vegetable world about us, and 
maintaining the healthfulneſs and beauty of the 
Creation. | 

To be much affected with, and admire inſtances of 
human (kill, in making particularly a ſphere to repre= 
ſent in little a few of the regular motions of the hea- 
venly bodies; yet to live unaffected with the inmenſe 
wiſdom, power, and goodneſs of the God, who fixed 
the wiſe laws by which thoſe great bodies are moved, 
and who continually moves them, muſt be beyond 
excuſe ſtupid and unreaſonable. And to live inſen- 


fible to a kindneſs that is continually conferring, bene- 
D 2 fits 
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fits upon us, to neglect a grateful acknowledgement 
of it every Morning, and to act as thoſe who are no 
way obliged to God, is the heighth of ingratitude and 
guilt, mult be accordingly regarded and puniſhed by 
God, and is as fooliſh as guilty ; depriving us of the 
moſt exalted pleafures, which are thoſe of diſcerning 
the infinite perfections of our Creator and Preſerver 
in his works, and ſuitably venerating and acknow- 
ledging them. For, 

2. How great the woiſdom and happineſs of habitual 
religion, of beginning every day with- ſerious and de- 
vout acknowledgements of the Providence and Good- 
neſs of God, and of acting throughout the Day under 
a ſenſe of them! | . | 

Can there be a more noble or a more pleaſing ſub- 
ject for our thoughts, than a God infinitely wiſe, 
powerful, and good, who rolls round unwearied the 
huge globe of the Sun, and darts his beams to in- 
lighten and chear various worlds, and innumerable 
creatures? To contemplate a Deity whoſe wiſdom 
is equal to the care and preſervation. of numberleſs 
creatures without over-looking the meaneſt fly or ant, 
whoſe bounty conſtantly gives 10 all life, breath, and 
all things; and who with a mercy unchanged by thous 
ſands of provocations continues the human race, that 
by rightly improving this mortal life, they might be 
qualified for immortal blefſedneſs—To apprehend 
ſtrongly bur own obligations to God for prolonging 
our life, health, and reaſon, and till ſupplying us 
with all the bleſſings which make life agreeable z to 
be warmly aracefol for theſe favours, and to think 
with the greateſt pleaſure that this God attends to 
our temper and conduct in order to train us up for 
immortal bleſſedneſs; that in a way of gratitude and 
obedience he will grant us every real good, and keep 
off every real evil To think we are ingaged in a 
courſe of action approved by God, that we make him 
ceturns of gratitude and obedience accepted by him, 
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and that we are under his guidance ſeeking ſucceſsfully 


glory, honour, and immortality—T'o warm our hearts 


g, and to act 


with ſuch thoughts as theſe every Morning 
through the Day under the influence of them, what 


enn give equal ſatisfaction and joy? 


To be thus grateful to an infinite friend, to rejoice 
in his conſtant preſence and favour, and in the h 

of an approaching immortality ; to raiſe the conduct 
of lite by a regard to his approbation in what we do, 
and every injoyment of life by the ſuperior ſatisfactions 
of gratitude and hope in God, and doing good to 
others and by the conſcioufneſs of thus inlarging our 
hopes and happineſs for Eternity ; if there be ſuch a 
thing as wiſdom and happineſs upon earth, this is to 
be wife and happy, and this is to be habitually re- 
ligious. To conclude, ee. 

3. Would we rejoice in the goodneſs of God every 
Morning? Let us learn to commend ourſelves to 
his care every Night. ger 

The pious king David aſcribes his ſecurity to this; 
for in the verſe before the Text he ſays, I cried unto 
the: Lord with my voice, and he heard me out of his holy 
hill ; and then he adds, I laid me down and ſlept, I 
awakedy for ube Lord ſuſtained me. It is granted 
does guard and ſuſtain great numbers who never im- 
plore his protection, nor commend themſelves to his 
mercy; but then ſuch perſons cannot depend upon 
his protection, nor rejoice in the continuance of their 
lives, as an effect of his ſpecial favour; nor are they 
diſpoſed to celebrate his goodneſs in the Morning, 
who have not implored it in the Evening. It is evi- 
dently a natural and proper imployment of our 
thoughts, at the concluſion of a Day, to own and 
praiſe the benevolence which hath preſerved and ſup- 
plied us throughout it, to beg its pardon for the fins 


of the Day, and to caſt ourſelves on its protection, 


when we are unable to take care of ourſelves. 
They who are not ſenſible of their dependence upon 
Gad during the Day, nor thankful for his benefits, 
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are likely to perſiſt in their inſenſibility, and to begin 


the next Day as they ended the laſt, forgetful of God. 


Whereas they who cloſe the Day with fincere devo- 
tion, adoring their gracious Preſerver who is the 
length of their days, can with confidence commend 
themſelves to God amidſt the darkneſs and dangers of 
the Night; and when the Morning ray awakens 
them again to Reaſon and active life they can regard 
their ſafety and lengthened life as given in anſwer to 
their prayers, and as an inſtance of the peculiar favour 
of God; and will find themſelves diſpoſed to im- 
prove life in a manner that will make the whole of 

it ſubſeryient to their eternal bliſs, - | 
Let us therefore learn to begin every Day with 
clear and lively conceptions of the divine Providence 
and Bounty, and grateful ſentiments of our own obli 
gations to it, for our conſtant preſervation and the 
many good things we injoy; and to cloſe every Day 
with ferious reflections on the conduct of God to- 
wards us, and our behaviour to him, with grateful 
raiſes of his unwearied care and inexhauſtible 
— and earneſt ſupplications for the continuance 
of his favour, This will have the beſt influence to 
excite us to fill up every Day well, and we ſhall thus 
thro? life injoy the happineſs which ariſes from the 
approbation of God, and a ſenſe of it, and from hopes 
{till brightening and inlarging of a glorious immor- 
tality. We ſhall thus make every Day contribute to 
augment our glory and bliſs for eternity ; and when 
we are about to ſleep in death, ſhall do it with a joy- 
ful aſſurance, that the God who hath ſuſtained us 
during this mortal life will cauſe us, according to his 
promiſe, * 70 awake with bis likeneſs, ts beheld his face 
in righteguſneſs, and to inherit glory and immortality : 
in a ſtate where ſleep and wearineſs, where * night 
and darkneſs are known no more, but where it is one 
eternal 
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eternal Day, perfect life, unwearied activity, uninter- 
rupted pleaſure; where the light of God's counte- 
nance will ſhine on us in one perpetual ſmile, and joys 
ever new and ſatisfying, increaſing the ſtrength of 
our nature, and improving our capacities for happi- 
neſs, will be our portion for ever. 

God grant what has been now offered to our 
thoughts may excite us all to ſeek this happineſs, and 
prepare us to injoy it. Amen. 1 


VVV 4 
SERMON III. 

Of the principal Inſtances of the 

Providence and Goodneſs of God, 


which every Evening offers to our 


Thoughts. 


PS AL M Kcii. 2. 


— And thy faithfulneſs every Night, 


HE heavens, ſays the royal * Poet, declare the 

glory of God; and the firmament ſheweth big 

handy work. Day unto Day uttereth ſpeech, 

and Night unto Night fheweth knowledge. There is no 
ſpeech nor language where their voice is not heard. 
Perſons therefore of every language ought to receive 
their inſtruction ; and the inhabitants of all the earth, 
who by the underſtanding which God has given them 
are capable of apprehending his perfections diſcovered 
in the formation and continual preſervation of the 
univerſe, and who injoy ſo much good, the effect of 
theſe perfections, conſtantly exerted in their favour, 
ought with all veneration and gratitude to trace and 
| acknow- 


Pal. xix. 1, 2, 3. 
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acknowledge this God, who thus ually mani- 
feſts himſelf to the pious and — Nor is it 
more their duty than it is their happineſs thus to im- 
ploy their minds. Since clearly and ſtrongly to diſ- 
cern infinite wiſdom, power, and goodneſs unweari- 
edly exerting themſelves all around us, and producin 
effects worthy theſe glorious attributes; ſuitably to 
venerate and love the infinitely wiſe and good Father 
of the univerſe, with ardent gratitude to own his paſt 
favours, to rejoice in a ſenſe of his approbation, in an 
aſſurance of his continuing care and bounty, and in 
the largeſt hopes from his goodneſs for eternity; is 
the moſt delightful as well as excellent imployment 
of the rational powers which God has given us. It 
is indeed, according to the declaration and experience 
of the pious king * David, a good thing to give thanks 
unto the Lord, and to ſing praiſes unto thy name O moſt 
High , to ſhew forth thy loving kindneſs in the Morning, 
and thy faithfulneſs every Night. | 

To excire and aſſiſt you thus in the beſt manner to 
imploy your minds, I have repreſented the principal 
inſtances of the divine Providence and Benignity, 
which every Morning gives us occaſion toobſerve; and 
from the Text read I deſign to offer to your thoughts 
thoſe which every Evening calls us to obſerve and re- 
flect upon, that I may help and ingage you to begin 
and conclude every Day with God — *© May God 
« -himſclf ſucceed the deſign, and render what will be 
offered effectual to raiſe all to an habitual piety; 
that we may 1njoy its noble ſatisfactions through- 
ce out this life, and be prepared for the eternal re- 
« wards promiſed to it in the life to come; that by 
“ converling with God in his works we may be fitted 
4 to © ſee him as he is, for the devotion and happi- 
« neſs of angels and of immortality.” 

If we conſider the Providence of God over the world 
without a regard to his Word, it diſcovers in a clear 


and 
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and convincing manner his unbounded power, wiſdom 
and benevolence ; if with regard to his Word, and the 
declarations and promiſes he hath made therein, it 
demonſtrates alſo his truth and faithfulneſs, by the 
accompliſhment it continually gives to theſe It 
is in this laſt view that the pious Pſalmiſt conſiders it, 
in the Text; and we may juſtly ſuppoſe him to have 
had regard to the promiſe which God made to Noah 
after the flood, that he would no more cut off all fleſh, 
and deſtroy the earth by a flood; and that while the 
earth remained, ſeed-time and harveſt, and cold and 
heat, and: ſummer and winter, and day and night ſhould 
not ceaſe. He had a view alſo to the many declara- 
tions and promiſes in Scripture of God's peculiar fa- 
vour and bounty to the pious and obedient, and to his 
threatenings againſt the wicked, who brutiſhly diſ- 
regard him ; all which God continually makes good 
in the courſe of his adminiſtration, and on which he 
inlarges in this Pſalm. I ſhall treat the ſubject with 
a more extenſive view, and in the ſame method as the 


preceding. And, 


I. Repreſent to you ſome of the principal inſtances 
of the Providence and Goodneſs of the Deity, 
which every Evening gives us occaſion toobſerve, 
and calls us to reflect upon and acknowledge. 


II. The practical uſes we ſhould make of theſe, or 
the chief duties to which they oblige us. And 
then add ſome proper Refie#:ons. 


I. I am to repreſent ſome of the principal inſtances 
of the divine Providence and Goodneſs, which every 
Evening gives us occaſion to obſerve, and calls us to 

reflect upon and acknowledge. The following deſerve 


your particular attention. 
N 1. The 


4 Gen. viii. 22. ix. 11. 
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1. The conſtant, regular, and uſeful ſucceſſion of 
Night to Day diſpoſes every conſiderate perſon to ob- 
ſerve and acknowledge the wiſdom, power, and be- 
nignity of that great Being who firſt appointed, and 
ſtill performs this ſucceſſion. | 

Omitting here various diſcoveries of the divine 

rfections, which I took notice of in the former 
Diſcourſe, I ſhall inlarge on ſeveral to which the 
Pſalmiſt leads our thoughts in the Text, or which are 
peculiar to this part of the Revolution. The rolling 
the Earth, a huge maſs of above twenty-four thou- 
ſand miles in circumference, round its center, you 
know occaſions this ſucceſſion. Were one fide of it 
always expoſed to the Sun's rays, the exceſs of heat 
this would cauſe, would deſtroy all the plants and a- 
nimals upon it, while the other ſide would be loſt in 
eternal night and cold and death. Great then as the 
quantity of good injoyed by all the living creatures 
upon the earth is the benevolence of that Being, 
who exerts his almighty power continually to perform 
this Revolution, without which none of them could 
live or injoy good. This ſucceſſion has gone on for 
near ſix thouſand years. How immeaſurable the quan- 
tity of pleaſure and good which has been injoyed by 
all the creatures inhabiting this globe during this 
length of years! And how innumerable the provoca- 
tions which the unthankful and diſobedient race of 
mankind have offered to God during this period ! 
How great then his mercy who hath born all theſe pro- 
vocations, and throughaut ſo many ages exerted his 
omnipotence to preſerve the world convenient for the 
life and pleaſure of its inhabitants ! And how incon- 
ceiveably great his power, which for ſo long a dura- 
tion hath unwearied turned round the Earth, and 
darted the Sun-beams, 

When the wiſe and righteous Governour of the 
world puniſhed an univerſal corruption of manners 
with an univerſal deluge and deſtruction, he was 


« pleaſed 
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pleaſed to encourage Noah (whom for his ſingular 
piety and virtue he preſerved with his family amidft 
the general ruin) with a promiſe that he would no 
more in like manner puniſh mankind, but that white 
the earth remained, ſummer and- winter, ſeed-time and 
harveſt, and day and night ſbould not ceaſe. How un- 
changeable the truth and -mercy of God, who not- 
withitanding the many provoeations, and the great 
corruption of mankind fince, hath for four thouſand 
years fulfilled the gracious promiſe ! And how ſecure- 
ly may the faithful truſt in him for the promiſed re- 
ſurrection to immortal life and happineſs, tho? it 
ſhould yet be ſome thouſands of years to come! No 
ſucceſſion of ages can make the eternal God forget or 
falſify his promiſes, or weaken his power of fulfilling 
them. | | ne 
Again, we cannot but obſerve, that the day-lightr 
withdraws gradually, and the Night comes on after 
the ſame manner; we do not pals at once from clear 
light to abſolute darkneſs, a change our eyes could 
not well bear, and which would in time ſpoil them; 
of which any one may be convinced by making the 
experiment, and going at once out of broad day light 
into total darkneſs. How vifible then the wiſe 
oodneſs of God, who cauſeth the light to withdraw 
gradually, by ſo diſpoſing the Air and Vapours 
round the Earth, as to produce-a * twilight ; which 
ſucceeding the Day gradually prepares our eyes for 
darkneſs; and prolonging alſo our time, gives us 
particularly amidft the heat of Summer a moſt agree- 
able ſeaſon, either for labour or injoyment! * 
The kindneis and wiſdom viſible in aun 
by the Night to that action and labour, which conti- 
nued without intermiſſion would deſtroy our frame, 
in diſpoſing the ſcene around us ſo as that we might - 
inſoy in the beſt manner the refreſhment of quiet 
ilcep, and that the world might have the charm of 
"kW 21 | Neovel:y 
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Novelty to pleaſe us the more when we return to it, I 
ſhall not now inlarge on, becauſe I took notice of them 
in the former Diſcourſe; but rather put you in mind 
of another advantage derived from this ſucceſſion, of 
which we are not fo ſenſible as the inhabitants of other 
countries, over. which beaſts of prey range. The 
day-light confines them to their dens, and the rave- 
nous beaſts of the foreſt do not venture forth until it 
is Night, and man is retired to his reſt ; and then 
© when the Sun ariſeth, they gather themſelves together, 
and lay them down in their dens; and man goeth forth 
in ſafety to his work until the Evening; and thus 
they interfere as little as poſſible either with his 
labours or pleaſures. 
Let us think further, that ſince total darkneſs 
would be greatly inconvenient and uncomfortable, 
eſpecially throughout the long Winter nights, how 
provident and how rich his benevolence, who. hath 
prepared the Moon by its reflected light to brighten 
and enliven the darkneſs; and how extenſive his ſkill 
who guides it for this purpoſe in an unerring courſe 
round the Earth ! The pious and grateful king men- 
tions and praiſes this conſtitution, as an inſtance of 
the unchangeable and everlaſting goodneſs of God, 
who for ſo many thouſand years has with an unweari- 
ed hand guided the Moon in its beneficial courſe. 
O give thanks unto him who made the Moon and Stars 
to rule by Night, for his mercy indureth for ever! How 
pleaſing alſo the proſpect of the heavens varied and 
inlightened by the ſofter brightneſs of the Moon and 
Stars, how grand, how beautiful! A beauty more 
ſoothing than the glaring ſplendor of the Day. How 
benevolent muſt we confeſs that God, who preſents 
us this ſcene for our nightly entertainment ! * And 
when aſſiſted by pbiloſopby we raiſe the pleaſure, con- 
ſidering thoſe hoſts of ſtars, as what they are in reality, 
ſo many ſuns inlightening and chearing innumerable 

1 worlds, 
Pſal. civ. 20. f exxxvi. 9. * See SpeQator, Vol. viii. 
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worlds, all filled with proper inhabitants, and, all of 


them the charge of the divine Providence and Bounty, 
how high — our apprehenſions riſe of the immenſe 
wiſdom, power, and goodneſs, of the univerſal Crea- 
tor and Preſerver, — of his condeſcending care and 
unwearied bounty towards us, who are as nothing be- 
fore him! And with what a pleaſing rapture of devo- 
tion muſt we repeat the exalted hymn of the royal 
Poet, * O Lord our Lord, how excellent is thy name in 
all the earth ! Thou haſt ſet thy glory above the heaven. 
When I conſider thy heavens the work of thy fingers, the 
Moon and the Stars which thou haſt ordained ; what is 
man that thou art mindful! of bim; and the ſon of man 


that thou viſiteſt him? Thoſe Nights alſo when the 


abſent Moon and clouded ſky occaſion an univerſal 
comfortleſs gloom, ſhould raiſe our ſenſe of his 
kindneſs, who hath not made every Night ſuch, but 
appointed to the Moon its ſeaſons of inlightening and 
chearing the Earth. 

And not to multiply inſtances, do we not experi- 


ence ſomething in the ſolemn gloom of the Evening, 


and in the fainter light of the Moon and Stars, which 
diſpoſes us to ſerious thought; for which the ſtronger 
impreſſions of external objects during the Day, and 
the various ſcenes and hurry of the buſy world indiſ- 
poſe us ? The want of ſober thought and ſerious re- 
flection is one great cauſe, that the generality miſcarry 

in the purſuit of happineſs, are amuſed and deceived 
trifles becauſe preſent and affecting their ſenſes, 
and neglect things evidently of infinite importance, 
the favour of an inviſible but ever preſent God, and 
the happineſs of a certain tho* unſeen eternity. Is it 
not then an inſtance of the wiſe goodneſs of God, by 
the ſolemn ſhades of the Evening to diſpoſe us to that 
ſerious conſiderate temper, which is ſo neceſſary to 
onr happineſs, which helps us to diſcern and correct 
the errors of the Day, eſtabliſhes and animates our 
good 

1 Pfal. viii. bs 
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purpoſes, and carries us on ſteadily and with 
delight in the purſuit of immortal happineſs ? 

To cloſe this head. Could we be raiſed in Air at 
a proper diſtance from the Earth to behold its vaſt 
bulk, and its regular, eaſie, yet ſwift motion, * its 
motion round its axis being at the rate of a thouſand 
miles in an hour, and its annual motion round the Sun 
at the rate of a thouſand miles in a minute; to diſcern 
alſo the Moon in its real bigneſs, and ſwift, various, 
yet 3 courſe round the Earth and Sun, what 
aſtoniſhing conceptions would fill our minds of the 
immenſe — of his power and wiſdom who for 
ſo many thouſand years hath rolled them on, and un- 
erring guided their revolutions thro' the trackleſs 
heavens ! How ſhould we after this fight fear to of- 
fend this all powerful Being! How chearfully truſt, 
and endeavour to pleaſe this God, who is thus con- 
tinually exerting his {kill and power for our happineſs! 
And how warm and exalted would our gratitude be 
to his benevolence, unweariedly active for the good 
of mankind, too generally inattentive and ungrate- 
ful ! If the ſight would with reaſon thus affect us, 
ſhould we not by ſerious contemplations excite theſe 
ſentiments, ſince Reaſon and Experience aſſure us, 
that God is thus in reality ever acting for our welfare, 
tho? in a manner not ſo obvious to our ſenſes ? 

2. The continuance of our Health, and Reaſon, and 
active Powers throughout the Day, ſhould at the cloſe 
of it be reflected on and acknowledged, as an inſtance 
of the ever attentive wiſdom and kindneſs of God. 

The human body is a nice and complicated engine, 
the order and action of which cannot be preſerved 
without the continual care and direction of its Maker. 
To guide the blood thro' ten thouſand fine channels 
in a regular and unwearied courſe, to ſeparate the 
proper parts for nouriſhing the whole body, and lodge 
them in their places, to ſend the neceſſary ſpirits to 
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| ſwell the various muſcles for infinitely various motions 


and actions, and to continue that right temperature 


of the whole, on which health, reaſon, and injoyment 


depend; what leſs than the wiſdom of God is equal 
to the performing all this in favour of innumerable 
men, and how great his benevolence who thus im- 
ploys his {kill and power for our benefit! How great 
the bleſſings of chearful ſpirits, active vigour, and 
unclouded Reaſon ! How ſubſervient to a fervent 
devotion, an extenſive beneficence, and a delightful 
diſcharge of the duties of life; and how neceſſary to 
our reliſhing external ſenſible pleaſure, which when 
the body and mind are diſordered, loſe their reliſh 

and power of pleaſing | 
Hath God continued to me this healthful ſtate of 
body and mind for many-Days and Years with few 
interruptions, and how greatly am I indebted to his 
watchful care and unwearied kindneſs? Hath he con- 
tinued it another Day, and have I been thus qualified 
to injoy life, to diſcharge its duties, and taſte its 
pleaſures to advantage, and how much am I obliged 
to his kind Providence? Have not many who began 
the Day in full poſſeſſion of Health and Reaſon, cloſed 
it in ſick neſs, diſtraction, or death? Have not many 
weariſome days of pain and ſickneſs for a long ſuc- 
ceſſion? And might not God have appointed theſe to 
be my lot? Can I ſay 1 had improved Health and 
Reaſon ſo well, as to deſerve the continuance of them ; 
or in a better manner than many who are deprived of 
theſe favours ? Shall I always live inſenſible to the 
mercy of my.heavenly Father, who conſtantly attends 
to my happineſs ? Shall I venture by known diſobe- 
dience to affront him in whoſe hand is my breath and 
life, and on whoſe withdrawing it I ſhould ſink into 
the duſt ? Shall I dare to abuſe the vigour he pre- 
ſerves and the gifts he beſtows by intemperance, un- 
cleanneſs, or violence ? Shall I not be concerned to 
anſwer the purpoſes for which he maintains me in life; 
and 

2 


afiifled and recommended. 49 
and chearfully imploy that ſpiritand activity which he 
preſerves in inſtances of gratitude to him, of benefi- 
cence to mankind, and in preparing for that immor- 
tality for which he deſigns me? Is my frame ſo brittle 
as to need his perpetual care and direction to preſerve 
it, and ſhall I trifle away opportunities for ſecuring 
eternal happineſs, preſuming my life will be prolong» 
ed, yet provoking the God in whoſe hand it is to cut 
it ſhort? Is one Day of pain and ſickneſs ſo heavy an 
affliction to me? How warm ſhould be my gratitude 
to God, who hath preſerved me from ſo many to 
which my frailty and my fins expoſed me; who hath 
given and continued to me a healthful conſtitution, 
and who hath granted me to paſs another Day chear- 
fully, and to conclude it in eaſe |! 

3. The common protection of the divine Providence, 
and ſupplies of the divine Bounty we have injoyed 
thro' the Day, ſhould in the Evening be reflected on 
and acknowledged with _— and gratitude. 

How many are the accidents fatal to the health or 
eaſe or life of man, and how many the daily ſufferers 
by them of which every News Paper gives us an ac- 
count! The articles of this kind make up near a 
quarter of our News — Sufferers by the violence, 
paſſions, and wickedneſs of other men, by the rage 
of mad creatures, or the ungovernable fury of horſes 
and other animals, by the fall of houſes, walls, or 
other heavy bodies, by falls in riding or walking, by 
boats and veſſels overſet, and the like - Have I ano- 
ther Day paſt unhurt thro* ſo many accidental evils, 
yea, for many Days and Years, and been acquainted 
with them only as matter of News ? And ought I not 
gratefully to think of my obligations to his Providence 
who. hath ſecured me againſt them? Have I owed 
my ſecurity from ſome of theſe to my own prudence 
and well governed paſſions, and am I not even here 
indebted to God, who hath given me this prudence, 
and whoſe Goſpel and whoſe Grace have greatly —_ 
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ed me to avoid the evils attending on ungoverned 
paſſions ? Do I owe my exemption from more of thoſe 
evils to the circumſtances wherein I am placed, and 
ſhould I not be thankful to God who hath aſſigned me 
a ſituation more ſafe and eaſy ? Is it owing to the 
well ordered conſtitution of things about me, or to 
the natural ſtrength and ſagacity with which moſt men 
are indowed, that fatal accidents are not more nume- 
rous, or that they paſs ſafe thro' thoſe which ſurround 
them? And are we not indebted to his wiſe goodneſs, 
who formed and maintains this regular conſtitution in 
the world about us; and who indowed mankind with 
ſuch ſtrength or ſagacity for declining or ſurmounting 


the numerous accidental evils to which after all we 


are liable? 
And if beſides the accidents to which the common 
frailty of our make expoſes me, I have eſcaped others 
to which my own folly or viciouſneſs laid me open, 
have been kept from breaking my bones, when in- 
temperance had diſabled me to take care of myſelf, 
or from fatal quarrels and injuries, to which my un- 
governed paſſions had expoſed me, ought I not to be 
doubly thankful to God, who protected me when I 
molt needed his care, but was moſt unworthy of it? In 
ſhort, when we confider how many the profeſſions are, 
and how numerous the perſons under each, whoſe ſole 
buſineſs it is to guard againſt the evil accidents to 
which every Day gives birth, or to relieve thoſe who 
have been hurt by them, we muſt ſee reaſon to acknow- 
ledge the divine care and goodneſs for every Day, 
Which we conclude ſafe from the attack of any of 
theſe. And when we conſider how many the“ acci- 
dents are againſt which no human prudence or ſtrength 
can provide, and which yet may prove fatal to our 
caie or life, ſuch as the (lip of a foot, the ſtarting of 
a Hor ſe, the fall of a tile, and the like, no reaſonable 
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perſon can think himſelf ſafe, until he hath inſured 
the protection of that God, whoſe wiſdom and power 
controul what we call chance and accident, w7thout * 
whom not a ſparrow falls to the ground, and by whom 
even the hairs of our head are numbered. 

And as the /afety ſo the ſupphes of every Day 
ſhould in the Evening raiſe our thoughts to God, 
whole bounty furniſhes them. Have I wanted for no 
good thing another Day? Hath my table been 
ſpread, and my cup filled ? Is my habitation conve- 
nient, and my cloathing warm and decent? All theſe 
bleſſings it 1s evident I owe to God, who continually 
produces and maintains the various animals whoſe 
fleſh ſupports me, or whoſe fleeces clothe me, who 
formed the wheat, the barley, and the vine; whoſe 
Earth nouriſhes all theſe, whoſe Clouds water them, 
and whoſe Sun raiſes the proper juices, which ſwell 
and form the ears of corn and the cluſters of the 
vine. Do I owe my abundant injoyment of theſe to 
the circumſtances wherein I was born or educated ? 
And am I not obliged for this favourable ſituation 
to the great Father of ſpirits, who appointed my 
birth in it; when he might have ordered me to be 
born to penury and labour? Are theſe good things 
in ſome degree the fruits of my own ſcill and induſtry ? 
And are they not alſo the fruits of the divine goodneſs, 
who gave me my {kill and ſtrength for labour, who 
preſcrves theſe, and who bleſſes the labours of my 
hands ? It is evident therefore that we ought every 
Day at our Tables to trace up the ſtreams of good 
with which we are refreſhed to the great fountain 
from whence they proceed ; and at the cloſe of the 


Day to look back with wonder and gratitude on that 


bounty, which ſupplies ournumerous returning wants, 
which hath in the frame of the world made ſuch a- 


bundant proviſion for us, hath furniſhed us with 


kill and ſtrength to procure theſe, or even prevented 
E 2 our 
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our deſires and labours; and which when * the eyes of 
all wait upon it ſuffers none to be deſtitute, but cpen- 
eth its treaſures and ſatisfieth the defires of every living 
thing. | Fo | 

= ſome of the moſt valuable ſatisfactions of 
the Day proceed from the friendſhip and good qua- 
lities of our relations 6r acquaintance, and even for 
theſe our gratitude ſhould aſcend to God, who, formed 
them with all their abilities and diſpoſitions to delight 
and do us good, and whoſe Providence placed us 
amidſt them. This and every bleſſing of the Day 
ve receive from God, either mediately or immediately; 
and did we every Evening thus trace them up to 
their ſource, the pleaſures of gratitude to God, and 
of a chearful hope and confidence in this immenſe 
benignity which ſurrounds us, and which we expe- 
rience to be conſtantly concerned for our happineſs, 
would be found much greater, than what an affluence 
of external good things, joined with a forgetfulneſs 
of God, could yield us. 

4. The eccurrences of the Day wherein the Provi- 
d-nce ef God hath manifeſted his love to piety and 
virtue, or his diſpleaſure againſt the contrary diſpo- 
firions, ſhould at the cloſe of the Day be ſeriouſly 
reflected on by us. | | 

The Word of God contains various promiſes to 
the pious and righteous, and threatenings againſt the 
wicked and thoſe who forget God; and the accomp- 
liſhment of theſe in the courſe of his Providence is a 
proof of the faithfulneſs of God, which it is good 40 
eto ferth every Night. Our Author had an eye to 
theſe, as appears from the following paſſages of the 
| Pſalm, O Lord, how great are thy works, and thy 
thoughts are very deep! A brutiſh man knoweth not, 
neither doth a fool underſtand this; when the wicked 
ſpring and flouriſh as the graſs, it is that they ſhall be 
dejftroyed for ever. The wicked ſhall be ſcattered, but 
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the righteous ſhall flouriſh as the palm-tret ; which 
works its way thro the greateſt obſtructions and op- 
preſſions. - 5 | 

Have we therefore obſerved any inſtances wherein 
1 have intangled themſelves by lying and fraud, 
oſt the credit they aimed to ſecure, and by loſing 
their credit ſuffered more in their worldly intereſts, 
than the propoſed gain of unrighteouſneſs could 
countervail; while in other caſes we have ſeen an ho- 
neſt ſimplicity and ſteddy integrity ſecuring reputa- 
tion and riches ? Let us obſerve the truth of God in 
the accompliſhment pf theſe declarations, ' The lip of 
truth ſhall be eſtabliſhed for ever, but a lying tongue is but 
for a moment. The wicked are ſnared in the works of 
their own hands, but the juſt ſhall come out of trouble. 
Wiſdom hath in her left-hand riches and honour. Have 
we ſeen intemperance or impurity remarkably de- 
ſtroying health, or inflaming the paſſions, loſing a 
man friends, and ingaging him in quarrels ? Let us 
obſerve the courſe w events fulfilling the warnings of 
the divine wiſdom, “ Who hath woe? Who hath ſor- 
row ? Who hath babbling? Who hath wounds without 
cauſe ? Who hath redneſs of eyes? They that tarry long 
at the wine; which tho it ſmiles in the cup, bites like 
a ſerpent, and ſtings like an adder. Let not thine heart 
decline after a ſtrange woman; for ſhe hath caſt down 
many wounded, yea, many ftrong men have been ſiain by 
her. Her houſe is the way to bell, going down to the 
chambers of death. While on the contrary the“ = 
dom of fearing God, and abſtaining from theſe cx- 
ceſſes, is health to the navel, and marrew to the bones. 
The ways of wiſdom are ways of pleaſantneſs, and all 
ber paths are peace. 

Have we ſeen perſons intangled and ruined by bad 
company, who before this intimacy promiſed well 
and others by a good choice of their acquaintance 
N 7. E 3 continually 
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continually improving in wiſdom, goodneſs, and re- 
putation? Let us acknowledge the faithfulneſs of 
God fulfilling the declaration, He tbat walketh with 
wiſe men ſhall be wiſe, but the companion of fools ſhall 


be deſtroyed. Or have we obſerved the generous and 


charitable to ſucceed remarkably, and the ſordidly a- 
varicious as remarkably failing of the wealth to which 

ſacrificed every thing? Let us own a faithful 
God verifying the declaration, He that giveth to the 
poor lendeth to the Lord, and that which he hath given 
will he pay him again. There is that ſcattereth, and 


pet increaſeth;, there is that with-holdeth more than is 


meet and it tendeth to poverty. 

It would be endleſs to attempt enumerating every 
inſtance, theſe hints are ſufficient for guiding the 
thoughts to ſuch reflections on the faithfulneſs of 
God, as are not only good 1 to ſhew us that the Lord is 
upright, but to teach us the true wiſdom of attending 
to the warnings of the divine wiſdom, and adherin 
to its counſels ; and of not being ſeduced by any 
flattering appearances of pleaſure or intereſt into the 
crooked paths of vice, unrighteouſneſs, impiety and 
deſtruction. | * 

g. Peculiar guidance, alſiſtance, or ſucceſs in affairs 
temporal or ſpiritual, during the Day, are inſtances of 
the goodneſs and faithfulneſs of God, proper to be 
reflected upon, and acknowledged in the Evening. 

The favourable influences of God on the human 
mind, tho? in their nature ſecret, are yet real; and 
certainly to be inferred from the benignity of our 
Maker, from our need of them, and trom the many 
expreſs declarations and promiſes of his Word. And 
they are not always ſo ſecret, but the pious and con- 
ſiderate may ſometimes diſtinguiſh them; or from 
their effects with a good degree of (certainty diſcern 
them. It is a counſel of the divine wiſdom with a 
great promiſe annexed to him that obſerves it, Truſs 
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in the Lord with all thine heart, and lean not unto thine 
own underſtanding ; in all thy ways acknowledge him, 
and he ſhall direft thy paths. Have we complied with 
the advice, and in conſequence of it in an important 
and dubious affair had thoſe hints and obſervations 
Rrongly preſented to our minds, which purſued have 
guided us to a happy iſſue ? We are to acknowledge 
herein the goodneſs and faithfulneſs of God. And 
even ſuppoling extraordinary influences have not been 
always granted us, in affairs wherein we have re- 
markably ſucceeded ; yet as the prudence and moral 
abilities we are poſſeſt of, and the inſtructions of the 
Scripture, are originally from God, we have a juſt 
2 for gratefully aſcribing our ſucceſs to 

im. 


myſelf to God, preſerved a calmneſs and meckneſs of 
ſpirit amidft ſtrong provocations, or a ſteddy integ- 
rity amidſt tempting opportunities for unrighteous 
gain, or an unſullied purity when ſurrounded by the 
moſt ſoothing attractives of unlawful pleature ? Did 
the great rules and incouragements of Religion offer 
themſelves ſtrongly to my mind, when I moſt need- 
ed their aid; and inable me thus to preſerve the 
freedom, peace, and purity of my mind, and brighten 
my hopes of the divine approbation? Let me thank- 
fully acknowledge the truth and grace of God fulfill- 
ing the promiſe, that if we work out cur own ſalva- 
tion, he will work in us to will and to do: that his 
grace ſhall be ſufficient for us, and his ſtrength appear 


the more illuſtrious in our weakneſs. Have my dili- 


gence and integrity been remarkably proſpered, and 
have they, whoſe oppoſition I apprehended, rather 
forwarded me ? Let me praiſe a God of truth who 
fulfills the promiſe ; - that his bl:ffing is in the houſt 
of the righteous ; and that when a man's ways Pleaſe 
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the Lord, he maketh even his enemies to be at peace with 
bim. | 1 
Were this a proper place to relate at large parti- 
cular hiſtories of private life, I could mention ſeve- 
ral, wherein the divine guidance and bleſſing have 
been diſtinguiſhable in rewarding piety and integri- 
ty; as diſtinguiſhable as in the Scripture hiſtories, 
of God's guiding the Servant of Abraham, reſtrain- 
ing by Abigal the raſh fury of David, or ſaving Mor- 
decai and the Fewiſh Nation from utter deſtruction 
by occaſionally reading an account of his ſervices to 
the King of Perſia, one night when he could not ſleep, 
But it is more proper to leave you from your own 
reading, experience, or obſervation to furniſh your- 
ſelves with inſtances of this ſort. Let me however 
obſerve for the ſatisfaction of the moſt rational, that 
it is as agreeable to Reaſon as to Piety that we aſcribe 


our ſucceis to God; that even where no uncommon 


influences on the mind are ſuppoſed, yet as the na- 
ture and courſe of things, from which they would 
derive theſe advantages, were originally appointed, 


and are ſtill maintained by God; as our own till and 


abilities, natural good inclinations, and even our ac- 
quired excellencies, are in a great degree his gifts; ſo 
by juſt conſequence, it is as rational as it is good, at 
the cloſe of every Day, to aſcribe the bleſſings we 
have enjoyed in it to God, “ from whom cometh down 
every good, and every perfect gift; who proſpereth the 


labour of cur hands, and the counſels of our minds; 


and buildeth up the houſe, and that without him 5 
would labour in vain, who ſtrove to raile it. | 
6. Any remarkable deliverances from evil we have 
been favoured with in the Day, ſhould be reflected 
on and acknowledged with peculiar gratitude, as in- 
ſtances of the kind and faithful Providence of God. 
[| Bib Con- 
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. "Conſidering the frailty of our make, and the many 
accidental evils amid{t which we are converſant, it is 
highly probable ; that thro' the care of the divine 
Providence we eſcape every Day unſeen evils, and 
dangers which we never ' apprehended. If God * 
keep our foot from falling, the preſervation is as real, 
and the obligation at leaſt as great; as if when we 
fell, he kept all our bones that not one of them was 
broken. - We ſhould therefore at the cloſe of the Day 
gratefully own the tender care of our heavenly Fa- 
ther, if we have been kept even from the appearance: 
of danger. But it often happens that God permits 
us to {ce our danger, that we may be the more affect 
ed with our obligations to his. watchful Providence; 
and in this caſe we ſhould comply with his deſign, 
and with a warmth of gratitude own our obligation. - 
Have we been remarkably turned off from an ac- 
quaintance or commerce with perſons, where it might 
have been fatal either to our reputation, virtue, or 
proſperity? Have the good offices or ſeaſonable viſit 
of a friend relieved us from great uneaſineſs of mind, 
or great external diſtreſs? Have we narrowly eſcaped 
the fall of a ſtone, the blow of an inraged enemy, or 
the ſtroke of a furious beaſt; when perhaps there 
has not been an inch between us and death? Has a 
judicious preſcription reſtored our health, and pre- 
vented the death we feared ? We ought at the cloſe 
of the Day with gratitude to aſcribe theſe bleſſings ta 
God, who formed all human minds with all their 
abilities and inclinations to do good, and who over- 
rules them, and reſtrains their wrath ; who directs 
what we call chance, and from whom the efficacy of 
medicines is derived, and who hath ſituated us ſo 
happily for injoying theſe reliefs and deliverances. 
There can hardly any evil be mentioned from 
which God may not deliver us, merely by favour- 
ably influencing our minds or the minds of others, 


Theſe 
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Theſe influences are generally ſecret, but ſometimes 


evidently to be diſtinguiſhed. Let me mention an 


inſtance or two. Dr. Sancroft, afterwards Arch- 
biſhop, coming into an Inn in cold weather, while 
they were preparing his room, ſeated himſelf in the 
corner by the kitchen fire; he had ſat but a little 
while, when he felt a ſtrong impulſe on his mind that 
he muſt quit his place, and he had no ſooner left it, 
but the chimney fell in, and would have killed him 
but for that ſecret warning. A Miniſter, Mr. Flavel 
as' remember, was by an uncommon impreſſion on 
his mind determined at a late hour to viſit one of his 
hearers, whom he found in the utmoſt horrour of 
mind, and juſt about to deftroy himſelf ; which his 
viſit and his converſation with him prevented. In 
theſe inſtances the divine interpoſition was diſtinguiſp- 
able; we may be in reality as much obliged to it 
where it is not; and ought therefore to uſe our Rea- 
fon in traeing up the deliverances of the Day to the 
goodneſs of our great Preſerver, and conclude it 
with'a warm acknowledgment of our obligations. 
7. We ſhould obſerve and own the wiſdom and 
kindneſs of God even in the ictions and diſappoint- 
ments of the Day. — mts 2 5115 
Have I been croſſed in the eager purſuit of wealth ? 
And did 1 not need this check, to: convince me of 
my folly in ſeeking a worldly happineſs with ardour 
and unwearied induſtry z; while I fooliſhly neglected 
to ſeek true ſatisfaction where it is certainly to be 
found, in the improvement of my mind, and the fa- 
vour of God, and the well founded hopes of immor- 
tality; and where if I honeſtly and induftriouſly 
fought it I was ſure not to be diſappointed ? Have 
my. health and eaſe been interrupted by pain and 
fickneſs ? And did I not need this diſcipline to cure 
my extream fondnefs for the world, and for ſenſual 
good; to convince me thoroughly that I was mortal, 
ot 1 13 ard 
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and that my great concern was to pleaſe God that I 
might be happy for ever, and to quicken me in this 
great work ? Is it not fitted to * produce theſe fruits 
of righteouſneſs, and if it produce them, will not the 
diſpenſation be a proof of the wiſe love of my heaven- 
ly Father, and deſerve to be acknowledged with a 
peculiar gratitude ? Have I been ill uſed, where 1 
expected and deſerved quite different treatment? 
Might not God wiſely permit this to teach me the 
true wiſdom, of expecting the main of my happineſs 
from him and from myſelt; and with regard to others, 
to eſteem it my great concern to do them all the 
good I can, and their concern, not mine, what returns 
they make me; for then the reflections of a good 
conſcience, and the certain approbation and rewards 
of God attending this ſteady goodneſs of diſpoſition, 
would make me happy now and for ever? Has the 
ungoverned anger of others given me great uneaſi- 
nels ? And does not God wiſely permit it, to make ml 
me more ſenſible of the evil of this vice in. myſelf ; 5 
ſince I cannot but reflect, that violent anger is equally | 
unbecoming, equally offenſive, and perhaps more * 
miſchievous in me, than in the perſon who hath oc- 4 
caſioned me this uneaſineſs ? If we did thus reflect 

upon, and thus improve the diſagreeable occurren- 

ces of the Day, we might change them into bleſſings; | 

and if God hath qualified us thus to alter their nature, } 
and to make an advantage of what is moſt diſagree- 
able, and directs ſuch events with a deſign that we 
might thus improve them; we are greatly indebted 
to his wiſe goodneſs, and ſhould in the Evening 
thankfully own it. 

8. The advantages and opportunities we have had 
another Day for improving 1n piety and virtue, and 
ſucceſsfully proſecuting immortal bleſſedneſs, ſhould 
be obſerved and owned as inſtances of the divine be- 
nignit x. | 
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The generality are moſt obliged to God every Day, 


where they leaſt apprehend the obligation. If Life be 


improveable for the acquiſition of divine and. eternal 
felicity, it is chiefly to be valued in its relation to 
eternity; and it is in this reſpect infinitely valuable. 
But the generality, tho' God give to them Day after 
Day thus improveable, neither regard nor improve 
Lite for this noble purpoſe, and conſequently are in- 
ſenſible how much they owe on this account to the 
divine mercy ; tho” in reality their inſenſibleneſs and 
waſte of life heighten their obligations, demonſtrat- 
ing the infinite patience of God : who prolongs their 
capacity for this eternal happineſs, of which their in- 
gratitude and continued neglect have rendered them 
utterly unworthy, While Reaſon and Life continue, 
we may all dothat work of God which he will eternally 


reward ; all acquire and improve: in -that temper, 
which will prepare us to injoy for ever the happineſs 


of angels and of God's heavenly kingdom: 

With a deſign that I ſhould thus improve my time, 
God hath maintained another Day the regular flow of 
my blood and ſpirits, and the rational powers of my 
mind; when he might have ſtopped their courſe, 
and have deprived me of that Reaſon or Lite I would 


not improve, Perhaps I had waſted all my former 


Days, how great then his mercy in granting me ano- 
ther Day, a time to repent, and in continuing with 
and happy! How great indeed this mercy, and how 
deſerving of a better return than I have made to it; 
who perhaps have added this Day alſo to the many 
J have loſt, or worſe than loſt, ſpent in indulgin 
thoſe paſſions, or contracting thoſe ill habits, which 
unfit. me for anſwering here the great end of my 
creation, and for being happy hereafter ! Was God 
ſo good after my numerous provocations as to con- 
tinue my life another Day, that I might yet live for 

eternity 2 
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eternity? I adore his mercy, I am overcome by it, I 
will comply with his deſign, and live for immortality, 
nor ever loſe another Day. 

Or ſuppoſing I have lived piouſly and obediently, 
yet as I may grow much better, and in proportion to 
my preſent improvements in every good quality, I 
ſhall be ranked in glory and happineſs for ever; I am 
greatly indebted to God for every Day he adds to my 
life, of which I may make ſuch advantage. Have I 
had it in my power another Day, and been favour- 
ably ſituated for this purpoſe, to grow in the know- 
ledge and love of God and of Jeſus, to render my 
faith more firm, my regards to them more conſtant, 
and my devotedneſs to the will of God more intire ? 
And how much do I owe to his goodneſs, who hath 
thus put it into my power to injoy nobler ſatisfactions 
at preſent than the whole world can yield me ; and 
to improve in that temper which will prepare me to 
o ſee God as be is, procure me near acceſs to his 
throne in heaven, and to the preſence of the Redeem- 
er, the injoyment of brighter and larger views of the 
perfections and works of God, and conſequently for 
eternity, the happineſs of a more exalted devotion ? 

Or have I had peculiar advantages for improving 
in that goodneſs of diſpoſition, that love to mankind, 
which conſtitutes me moſt like unto God; and for 
practiſing thoſe inſtances of charity and beneficence 
which will be © recompenced with the ſmiles of God 
and the riches of heaven ? How great this favour, 
ſince I am aſſured * that whatſoever a man ſoweth that 
ſhall he alſo reap; and that he who ſoweth bountifully 
ſhall reap bountifully ! Or am I as yet greatly defectiye 
in the command over my paſſions ? Is an angry, a 
ſenſual, or a covetous diſpoſition yet too ſtrong in me; 
and am I greatly defective in that meekneſs, purity, 
or benevolence of temper, which are neceſſary clearly 


to 
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to aſcertain my intereſt in the favour of God, and to 


put me into a good preparation for the joys of per- 
fect holineſs and perfect charity and friendſhip ? 


What thanks are due to God who hath given me | 


another Day, that I might *© cleanſe myſelf from all 
filthineſs of fleſh and ſpirit, thus injoy myſelf in a bet- 
ter manner here, prepare for a death more full of 
peace and hope, and for a more abundant entrance 
into the everlaſting kingdom of our Lord and Saviour 
Jeſus Chriſt ! Whether I have made this good uſe of 
the Day or not, it was in reality capable of being 
thus imployed ; of fo great value therefore was it in 
itſelf, and anſwerably great my obligation to the 
God of my lite, 

Did we accuſtom ourſelves to look upon life and 
time in this light, as the opportunity fbr ſecuring 
everlaſting happineſs, or njarging our intereſt in it, 
we ſhould be excited to the beſt improvement of life, 
and ſhamed out of the waſte of what is more worth 
than the world; we ſhould poſſeſs a firm ſatisfaction 
and unfailing joy amidſt all the diſappointments of 
life: becauſe however we failed in leſs important 
purſuits, continual ſucceſs would attend our labours 
for immortality, and we ſhould cloſe every Day with 
the warmeſt gratitude to God, the length of our days, 
who introducing us into life deſigned our everlaſting 
happineſs, and who by continuing our lives deſigns 
the increaſe of our bleſſedneſs and glory to eternity. 
Theſe reflections have brought me inſenſibly to the 

IT* Part of my deſign, to repreſent the practical uſes 
we ſhould make of our obſervations on the Daily in- 
ſtances of the divine Providence and Goodneſs, and 
this I ſhall do at large in the next Diſcourſe. | 
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Of the chief Duties to which the in- 
ſtances of the divine Providence and 
Goodneſs every Evening gives us oc- 
caſion to obſerve, oblige us. 
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— And thy faithfulneſs every Night. 


N diſcourſing on theſe words I have repreſented to 
you ſome of the principal inſtances of the Provi- 
dence and Goodneſs of the Deity, which every 

Evening gives us occaſion to obſerve, ſuch as — the 
conſtant'regular and uſeful ſucceſſion of Night to Day 
— the continuance of our Health and Reaſon and 
active Powers throughout the Day — the common 
protection and ſupplies of the divine Providence — 
the occurrences of the Day which have manifeſted 
God's peculiar approbation of piety and virtue, or 
his diſpleaſure againſt the contrary — — any 
peculiar guidance, aſſiſtance, or ſucceſs in affairs 
temporal or ſpiritual granted to ourſelves or any 
remarkable deliverances from evil the wiſdom and 
goodneſs of God viſible in the afliftions and diſap- 
pointments of the Day — and finally, the advan- 
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tages we have had for improving in piety and good- 

ns and thus living for immortality. It remains 
„ a ; N , CIS +1 vs 41:55 *4 n 


II. I now diſtinctly repreſent che practical uſes we 


ſhould make of our daily experience and obſervation 


of the Providence and Goodneſs of God, or the du- 
ties to which they oblige us. I muſt omit ſeveral, 
becauſe taken notice, of in the firſt Diſcourſe, and 
would recommend to your diligent chearful practice 
the following. 1736 21 

1. By thoſe daily inſtances of the divine Provi- 
dence and Goodneſs we ſhould be convinced of God's 
abſolute property in us, and determined to devote 
ourſelves to him, and t glorify him with our bodies 
and with cur ſpirits, which are his. 
What can found a right to love and obedience, if 
the favours of God to us are not allowed to be the 


firmeſt foundation? Who not only gave us Being and 


Life at firſt, but conſtantly preſerves them. Who 
not only in the beginning fitted up the world for our 
maintenance and delight; but continually actuates 
and preſerves it, darts the Sun- beams, raiſes and 
again pours down the Vapours, maintains the right 
temperature of the Air, brings forth fruit out of the 
Earth, and by his unwearied energy produces all the 
beauty and good which the inanimate creation pre- 
ſents to us. Who by his conſtant influence preſerves 
the health and vigour of our bodies, and the rational 
exerciſe of our mental powers, by his watchful Pro- 
vidence turns off the eyils to which our frailty expoſes 
us, is the remote author of all the good we reap from 
our own prudence or. induſtry, or receive from the 
good —— and kindneſs of others; and who con- 
tinues all thoſe bleſſings with us, that by a grateful 
ſenſe and a right improvement of them we might be 
qualified to poſſeſs infinitely better bleſſings for * 


„1 Cop. vi. 20, Pſal. c. 2, 3. d Gen. 1, 
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If we cannot exert a power which is not given and 
preſerved to us by him, ſurely we ought to exert it 
agreeably to his will, and for his honour who is the 
God of our lives. If every good we enjoy be the 
gift of his bounty, ſurely we ought to obſerve his 
rules of temperance and charity in injoying it. And 
if God uphold us in life, that by gratitude and obe- 
dience to him during our ſtate of probation we might 
be qualified for everlaſting bleſſedneſs, ſurely we 
ought with the moſt zealous gratirude to devote our- 
ſelves to the obedience of his laws, and make it the 
great concern of life to pleaſe him, to diſcharge the 
duties which he hath aſſigned us while here, and pre- 
pare ourſelves to injoy the felicity which he hath pro- 
vided for us in heaven. Had God made us, and 
then abandoned the care of us, we might have queſ- 
tioned our obligations to love or obey him ; but 
when he not only introduced us into life in order to 
our being happy, but with a tender care and unweari- 
ed kindneſs purſues the deſign, and every Day gives 
us a thouſand proofs of his good will, ſhall not we 
be without excuſe ungrateful and guilty, if we ne- 
gle& ſeriouſly to devote ourſelves to his ſervice, and 
to live accordingly ? 

Let us therefore when we conclude a Day thus re- 
flect. How many the bleſſings I have this Day in- 
Joyed, health, reaſon, friends, liberty, the beauties 
of the world about me, the conveniencies of life, and 
ſecurity from its evils, advantages for the nobler ſa- 
tisfactions of goodneſs and devotion, and the hopes 
of immortality ! Theſe are bleſſings with which the 
mercy of God hath filled another Day of my life, yea, 
| thouſands of my Days paſt ; and all this he has done 
in order to my being perfectly happy for millions of 
ages to come ! But what have my returns been this 
Day, and for many Days paſt ? Have I cheriſhed a 
grateful ſenſe of his benefits in Morning and Evening 
devotion ? Have I nt to the duties of the ſta- 

tion 
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tion he allotted me, and diſcharged them, acting 
under the influence of juſtice, integrity, benevolence 
and charity to all around me? Have I conſidered 
ſeriouſly the va'ue of that everlaſting bleſſedneſs to 
which he invites me, and imployed lik in ſecuring it, 
in out thoſe corrupt paſſions which would 
unfit me for a ſpiritual and divine happineſs, and cul- 
tivating thoſe diſpoſitions that qualify for it? Or 
have I not lived forgetful of the God who is conti- 
nually mindful of me for good, and negligent of 
thoſe returns of gratitude of which I was capable ? 
Notwithſtanding theſe unworthy returns, his favours 
have filled another Day of my life, and ſhall I be 
longer ungrateful ? “I cannot bear the thought of 
& being fo I will love the God whoſe goodneſs 
to me is unwearied, to me leſs than the leaſt of his 
4 favours—lT will imploy the active powers which he 
„ hath given me, and the bleſſings which he be- 
&« ſtows, in acts of piety to God and beneficence to 
& men From this time forth I am tbe Lord's in 
e purpcſe as well as by right ; nor ſhall one Day 
* more filled with his benefits be filled with ingra- 
* titude and diſobedience, or paſs without ſome 
proper teſtimonies of my intire devotedneſs to 
. | | 
2. Does every Day furniſh ſo many proofs of the 
conſtant Preſence, and unwearied Care and Good- 
neſs of God ? Let us live attentive to his Preſence 
ftudious to pleaſe, and fearful to offend him. "nk 
God is invilible to ſenſe, and ſecond cauſes conceal 
his action from our immediate view; yet our Reaſon 
and a reflection upon the experience of every Day 
diſcover him to us, and by ſerious meditation we 
ſhould keep him in view. He who ſupports our life, 
and preſerves our Reaſon and active Powers, mult be 
preſent, and know in what manner we imploy the 
Powers he preſerves. He who conſtantly guides and 
moves inanimate matter in the production of * 
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and trees, of grain and fruit, muſt be preſent 
throughout the world he thus actuates, and ſee how 
we imploy the bleſſings his bounty continually be- 
ſtows. And if he be thus preſent with us, and we 
owe him for every good, and depend abſolutely upon 
him for time and for eternity, it is clear we ought to 
live attentive to his Preſence ; by frequent conſidera- 
tion of the proofs of his Preſence which every Day, 
every Hour, and every Injoyment gives, to' refreſh 
our ſenſe of it : and to be above all. things concerned 
to pleaſe him, and fearful to offend. 

How great the guilt of continued ingratitude to that 
God © <who gives us all things to injoy, or of abuſing 
his gifts by intemperance ; and ſhall we continue to 
be guilty of it under his eye, whoſe hand ſupplies the 

bleſſings we abuſe, and who hath infinitely better 
bleſſings in ſtore for thoſe, who are thankful for his 
favours and improve them? Are our rational and 
active powers continued to us by him, and ſhall we 

dare to imploy them in acts of violence and injuſtice, 
diſturbing the peace and happineſs of his creation 
under his eye; whoſe tender Providence and inex- 
hauſtible Bounty prove, how much he is delighted 
with the happineſs of his creatures, and how much 
he muſt be diſpleaſed with thoſe who are the authors 
of evil and wretchedneſs? On the contrary, how 
chearfully ſhould we practiſe inſtances of kindneis, 
meeknels, beneficence, and compaſſion, under the 
view of a God, who by his conſtant beneficence to 
us and to the world proves that theſe are greatly his 
delight ! What matter of joy is it that we may thus 
' Intereſt ourſelves in his ſpecial favour, who hath all 
hearts in his hand, and all natural cauſes under his 
perpetual direction; and what can be ſo much our 
concern as to be well with him? Let us therefore 
with chearfulneſs and zeal diſcharge throughout the 
Day the various duties of life, animated by the hop- 
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of pleaſing this infinitely great and good Being, whoſe 

Preſence we feel in ourſelves, and whoſe Influences 

we every where diſcern in the world around us; and 
whoſe unwearied Patience with a guilty race, whoſe 

tender Providence and inexhauſtible Bounty demon- 

ſtrate, how much they are his delight, who promote 

his deſigns of the happineſs of his creatures, and how 

largely he can reward them at laſt; and will reward 

them, when they are qualified for the fulneſs of bliſs. 

3. Does every Day give numberleſs proofs of the 
watchful Providence and ever diffuſive Bounty of 
God, and every Evening call us to obſerve and re- 
flect upon them? Let us cloſe every Day with proper 
acknowledgments of theſe, in ſerious fervent Prayers 
and Praiſes. n 

If the Health and Reaſon we have another Day in- 
joyed have been preſerved to us by God, if his Boun- 
ty hath * /pread our table and filled our cup, if his hand 
unſeen hath turned off from us numberleſs evils by. + 
which others have ſuffered, and he hath been graci- 
ouſly attentive to our temper and actions, that he 
might cheriſh in us a pious and virtuous diſpoſition, 
the temper of heaven, and aſſiſt and ſucceed our en- 
deavours after his favour and life eternal; if this be 
the truth of our caſe every Day with regard to God, 
how reaſonable is it, that we ſhould every Night ſe- 
riouſly reflect on theſe benefits, and devoutly vele- 
brate them; that we ſhould in reverent and thankful 
addreſſes to God expreſs and increaſe our gratitude 
for his benefits, and our concern to render unto him 
according to the greatneſs and number of them. Is 
not this the leaſt we ſhould do, to own every Day 
how much we are obliged -? When God is unwearied 
in conferring kindneſſes, ſhall we grow weary of ac- 
knowledging them? Do not they (I appeal to their 
experience) who neglect thus to own the goodneſs of 
God every Evening, live in an habitual forgetfulneſs 

; | of 


wv A, + A —ͤ— n Aa 


A a FA 


—_— ..! 


« Pſal. xxiii. 5. 


aſſiſted and recommended. 69 


of him, and ſhamefully inſenſible to the goodneſs 


which they continually experience! And can ſuch 
Perſons as think it too much in ſo eaſy a manner to 
cheriſh and expreſs their gratitude to God, think 
themſelves properly qualified to injoy the continuance 
of his preſent bounty, much more for his everlaſting 
love, and for the bliſs of heaven; a great part of 
which ariſes from contemplating the divine perfec- 
tions and works, and from correſpondent ſentiments 
of veneration, gratitude, and love? 

Again, have we acted another Day under the ob- 
ſervation*of God, the courſe of whoſe Providence 
ſhews him to be © @ lover of righteouſneſs, and an 
hater of iniquity, and whoſe Perfections and whoſe 
Word aſſure us, that he obſerves our conduct in or- 
der to make ty go and everlaſting retributions, when 
our time of trial is ended; and does it not then be- 
come us at the cloſe of every Day to conſider how we 
have behaved under his view, what we have done to 
pleaſe him, and wherein we have offended ? Should 
we not before we cloſe our eyes in that ſleep, which, 
for ought we know, may end in death, and conclude 
our ſtate of trial, penitently implore his pardon of 
what we have done amiſs, and his grace to cheriſh 
our reſolutions of better obedience, accept our ſincere 
endeavours to pleaſe him and perfect every good diſ- 

tion in as; that ſo whether we awake in this 
world or in another, we may awake in his favour, to 
a piety and virtue of diſpoſition that will never fail, 


and to a happineſs that will continually increaſe and 


never have an end ?. If God preſerves us while we are 
awake, muſt we not much more want his preſerving 
care when we are utterly unable to take care of our- 


ſelves ? And ought we not then to implore it with 


” umilfiey 2. %% TON 
In ſhort, what are Prayers and Praiſes concludin 
eyery 'Day, other than natural acknowledgements 4 
9 ; 7 N | his 
8 Pſal. AI. 4. 7. 


| 
| 
| 
* 
" 


70 Evening DEvoTION 


his mercies that have filled every Day, and of our 
needing the care of God eyery Night ? And what 1s 
the cmiſſion of this leſs than a practical denial, con- 
trary to all reaſon, truth, and gratitude, that we have 
been the charge of his Providence and Bounty through 
the Day, and need his protection in the Night? Let 
us therefore, as we would avoid the guilt of ſuch in- 
gratitude, live happy in the tranſporting emotions of 
a grateful heart towards the greateſt of benefactors, 
in a chearful confidence in God, a noble concern to 
be approved by him, and. with hapes ſtill brighten- 
ing and N from his unbounded munificence 
both for time and eternity; as we would be qualified 
for his favour through life, and for the bleſſedneſs of 
knowing, praiſing, and loving him perfectly hereaf- 
ter. Let us * give thanks to ibe Lord, and ſing praiſes 
to the name of the moſt bigb; ſhew forth his loving kind- 
5 in the Morning, and his faithfulneſs every Night. 

e find the pious king, amidit all the cares and bu- 
ſineſs of a kingdom, found leiſure for this work, and 
preferred the pleaſure of it before every other plea- 
ſure ; and can we want leiſure or time for it, if we 
do not want a heart ? 1 

4. As God preſerves us in life, that by improving 
it aright we may be qualified for immortal hleſſedneſs, 
we ſhould hve for immortality. e 9 

When God has not confined his goodneſs nor our 
hopes within the narrow bounds of this life, certainly 
we ſhould not confine our concern within them, And 
if when his conſtant favours are greater than we de- 
ſerve, he yet allows us to regard theſe only as intro- 
ductory to incomparably more valuable injoy ments; 
we ſhould not by a contempt of them render ourſelves 
unworthy of that happineſs for which he graciouſly 
deſigns us, The exertion of the divine power, the 
attention of the divine wiſdom, and the communica- 
tions of the divine bounty which we injoy, or are wit- 
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neſſes to every Day, prove; that no happineſs is too 
great to be expected from theſe perfections, when the 
period is come in which God ſees it fit to confer com- 
pleat happineſs. He has mercifully * aſured us, 
this period is at no greater diſtance than the end of 
this ſhort life; and that by cheriſhing gratitude, 
ſubjection, and dependence towards himlelt, by act- 
ing with integrity, benevolence, and compaſſion to 
our fellow men, and by preſerving our minds unde- 
baſed by ſenſual indulgences, and undiſturbed by 
violent and malicious paſſions ; and by cultivating a 
diſpoſition for the pleaſures of knowledge, devotion, 
goodneſs, virtue, and friendſhip, we ſhall be entitled 
to this happineſs ; and according to our higher im- 
provements in this divine temper injoy it in a higher 
degree of perfection for ever. After this aſſurance, 
what can we ſee of real importance to ourſelves, but 
to cultivate this temper and practiſe theſe virtues, 
and thus to be prepared for this happineſs ? This is 
© the great end of the divine Providence and govern- 
ment with regard to man; certainly therefore it ſhould 
be the great object of our concern. 

Shall we be ſatisfied, if a Day, improveable for ſe- 
curing life eternal, hath gone by us unimproved ? Shall 
God in vain exert his perfections as to us, in vain 
cauſe the Sun to riſe and ſet, in vain continue the or- 
der of the world about us, in vain ſupport the activity 
of our bodies and the rational powers of our minds ? 
No — when God is thus attentive to our happineſs, 
our immortal happineſs ; let us, aſhamed of our pait 
thoughtleſsneſs, reſolve to be more attentive. When 
God deſigns us for the joys of angels and of heaven; 
let us be aſhamed to deſign ourſelves only tor the 
pleaſures of brutes, and of a few uncertain days. 
How great the goodneſs of God in continuing our 
opportunity for the heavenly bleſſedneſs | The moſt 
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pleaſing return we can make him is to comply with 
his deſign, and to be happy for ever. Let us there- 
fore every evening count we have lived the Day paſt 
no further, than we have lived, for heaven ; and be- 
gin every Morning with ſerious and vigorous reſolu- 


tions of improving our intereſt in that bleſſedneſs, to 


light us on our way to which the Sun continues to 
ſhine, and to inable us to purſue which God. con- 


tinues our lives and moral powers. 


5. With what ſecure and pleaſing confidence may 
the pious and good cloſe the Day in ſeep, or life in 
death; perſuaded that this God, who with ſuch ex- 

nce of power, wiſdom, and benevolence, provides 


for them ſuitably to a ſtate of trial, will make them 


happy in futurity, compleatly bleſſed in eternity. 
When we yield to ſleep we are for a time diveſted 


of all ability to take care of ourſelves, and ſubmit to a 


temporary ceſſation of our rational and active powers. 
Innumerable are the evils which continually ſurprize 


ſome or other of the ſons of men while awake, in 


ſpite of all their — prudence, and caution. 
Who then ſhall anſwer for our ſafety while we ſleep? 
Or who aſſure us of the return of our Reaſon and ac- 
tivity after ſleep has for hours ſuſpended them ? To 
theſe queſtions the pious and good are inabled, from 


the experience of the Day, to give a ſatisfactory an- 
ſwer; and they only. They know that to the con- 


tinual exertion of the divine wiſdom and power they 
have been indebted for the life and health of the Day; 
that the regular exerciſe of their intellectual powers, 


and the healthful flow of their blood and ſpirits, de- 


pend on the conſtant influence and direction of God; 
and that what they contribute to their own ſupport 
in the Day is a trifle, in compariſon to what they 
owe to the care and kindneſs of God. They can 
therefore with a chearful confidence truſt the whole 
of their ſecurity to the divine Providence during 
ſleep, to which they have been indebted for much the 
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greateſt part of the bleſſings and ſafety of the Day; 
and ſleep in peace, when he that keepeth Iſrael nei- 
ther flumbers nor fleeps. They may chearfully expect 
from God, to be reſtored with freſh ſpirit and vigour 
to the exerciſe of their rational and active powers in 
the Morning, after this ſhort ſuſpenſion ; when they 
have experienced his ever attentive wiſdom, his un- 
wearied power and goodneſs thro* the Day, darting 
the Sun-beams, animating the whole creation, and 
maintaining them in reaſon and health: tho' the ex- 
act direction of ten thouſand fine ſprings and various 
intricate movements was neceſſary for this end. 

Further, as ſleep is the moſt natural image of 
death, and as we muſt all after a little time ſleep to 
awake no more in this world; and the ſoul ſoon quit 
the body by which it has ſo long acted, and injoyed 
pleaſure, and the world, which hath miniſtered to it 


ſuch a variety of delights ; and as the concluſion of 


every Day naturally leads the thoughtful to the con- 
ſideration of that Day, which muſt be his laſt here; 
ſo his reflections on the divine favours, which have 
filled another and many paſt Days of his life, inable 
him to think, with a pleaſing and firm aſſurance, of 
entering the new ſtate, under the care of the ſame 
God, who hath preſerved and provided for him dur- 
ing this. 
The bounty of God in ſupplying every bleſſing 
oper for a ſtate of trial aſſures him, that as God 
bach given him nobler capacities for happineſs than 
can be filled here, he deſigned they ſhould be 
filled in ſome other ſtate ; and that he will him- 
ſelf fill them, when an approved plety and obe- 
dience have qualified him for his final reward and 
for perfect happineſs. He reflects that to raiſe and 
preſerve an immortal body, and raiſe the human 
ſoul to its proper perfection, can not requirg more 
attention, ſkill, and power, than God now exerts 
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in preſerving this animal body, and a rational 
mind in union with it; and that with no greater ex- 
pence of power and wiſdom, - than that by which 
God now preſerves this world, fit to ſupport and 
delight us, he can form or keep in order a world 
fitted for perfect happineſs : that with the ſame eaſe, 
he now makes the body convey ſo much knowledge, 
and miniſter ſo many pleaſures to the mind, he can 
without the mediation of a groſs animal body, or by 
a more refined body, convey a more clear and exten- 
ſive knowledge, and far more excellent pleaſures to 
the ſoul. Firmly confiding therefore in theſe perfec- 
tions, which he has already experienced exerting 
themſelves in his preſervation and ſupply thro? life, 
he thinks with a pleaſing impatience of entering ano- 
ther ſtate under the care of his heavenly Father, and 
doubts not of injoying in it a felicity correſpondent 
to the improvements 2 made in piety and good- 
neſs, to his large capacities of happineſs, and to what 
he has already ſeen and experienced of the inexhauſ- 
tible bounty and unwearied attention of the Deity 
for his happineſs, and that of the reſt of mankind 

through this life. 144 
The God, who by the groſs organs of the animal 
body, = him to injoy in ſome degree the plea- 
{ures of diſcerning and contemplating the divine per- 
fections, and the grandeur and beauty of the divine 
works, and of correſpondent affections to the greateſt 
and beſt of beings; and who amidſt the numerous 
wants, felfiſh inclinations, and divided intereſts of 
this animal body, inables him to injoy in a good de- 
gree the ſatisfactions of an extenſive benevolence and 
a generous friendſhip ; he can certainly with equal 
eaſe give him to injoy theſe pleaſures in far greater 
rfection in the world of purity and immortality. ' 
And as all his diſpenſations prove the perfection and 
happineſs of his creatures to be the great aim and de- 
light of God; with a chearful aſſurance he expects to 
| injoy 
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injoy this perfection of happineſs in the next ſtate, 
Eſpecially ſince beſides his preſent experience of the 
divine benevolence, he hath the expreſs promiſes of 
his Goſpel, * which hath brought life and immortailty 
to light. 

Let ſuch therefore tremble to enter another ſtate, + 
wherein no good can be hoped for but from God, N 
who have never been ſenſible of his goodneſs to them » 
in the preſent ſtate, nor ſtudied to anſwer it, He who | 
hath conſidered and acknowledged God as the author 
of all the good he hath injoyed here, as bis /n and 
ſhield, his guide and friend through lite, can with joy 
enter another ſtate under his conduct; aſſured that he 
who hath been the guide of his mortal life, will be 
his ſupport in death, and his portion for ever; and 
that he whoſe faithfulneſs every Day witneſſes, and 
who hath made good to him the promiſes of his Word 
in regard to the preſent life, will abundantly make 
good the more glorious promiſes which his Goſpel 
contains, and which the * reſurrection of his Son hath 
confirmed, of compleat and everlaſting happineſs: 
an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fad- 
eth not away, reſerved for the pious and good in bis 
heavenly kingdom, | 

Having brought the pious perſon to this glorious 
end of his faith and hope, I will here conclude the 
account of the great duties to which our daily expe- 
rience of the goodneſs and faithfulneſs of God obliges 
us, and to the practice of which ſerious reflections on 
it every Evening would ſtrongly excite us; and diſ- 
miſs the ſubject after drawing two inferences from it. 

1. From what has been offered to your thoughts 

on this and the former ſubject you may learn, how 
friendly and ſubſervient Reaſon and true Philoſephy 
are to Religion and to divine Revelation. 

Revelation aſcribes all good to God, aſſerts that“ 
every good and perfect gift is from him; that it is he 

Who 
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who maketh his Sun to riſe, and ſendeth rain, and bring- 


eth forth food out of the earth; that in his hand is our 
breath, and that his are all our ways; that it is God 
who giveth us our daily bread, keeps us during the 
Night ; and maketh the out-goings of the- Morning and 
Evening to rejoice. Reaſon alſo, and Philoſophy, which 
is Reaſon cultivated and imployed in ſtudying the 
works of God, abundantly confirm theſe ſame truths. 
Reaſon imployed in ſtudying the frame of the hu- 
man ſoul and body aſſures us, that as nothing leſs 
than the wiſdom and power. of God could form theſe 


curious and wonderful productions at firſt, ſo theſe 


perfections alone can continue the right order of both. 
Reaſon imployed in ſtudying” the frame of our world 


diſcovers ten thouſand inſtances of the all-compre- 


henſive wiſdom and almighty power of- its Maker, 
and clearly diſcerns ; that as theſe perfections were 


neceſſary to raiſe the mighty building at firſt, ſo they 


are neceſſary to move the ſenſeleſs unactive matter 
which compoſe it, with all the fwiftneſs and regula- 
rity proper to continue the beauty and order of the 
creation. As the Author of Nature and of Ręvela- 
tion is one and theſame Being, his difcoveries of him- 
ſelf by the light of Reaſon, by his Works, and by his 


Mord, muſt be perfectly.conſiſtent with each other, 


and communicate mutually light and beauty. 
Inſtead therefore of being afraid to uſe your Reaſon 


in Religion, be perſuaded diligently to imploy it on 


religious truths. Reaſen is an enemy to Swperſtition, 
to Eutbhuſiaſin, to fooliſh and wicked notions and 
practices blaſphemouſly called Religion, but it is 


the beſt friend to true Religion; and the more ratio- 


nal you are, the more pious you will be, for nothing 
is ſo rational as habitual piety. The more you ſtudy 
and underſtand the works of God, the more, confirm- 
ed you will be in the belief of what the Scriptures 
declare of his infinite perfections, his conſtant univer- 


ſal Providence, and his inexhauſtible bounty, And 
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the more diſtinctly you diſcern theſe perfections ex- 
erting themſelves in this world for the happineſs of 


his creatures, the more readily you will believe and 


the more firmly depend upon the great things which 


his Goſpel promiſes to the pious and good in a better 
world. Leaving therefore an irrational Faith and 
Religion to children and fools, let yours be manly and 
reaſonable, ſome way worthy of the God who is the 


object of it; and ſuch as makes you * lite unto him in 


an unbounded benevolence, an invariable righteouſ- 
neſs, and an ever diffuſive bounty and charity. 

2. From hence we may learn the uſefulneſs of Re- 
tirement and Meditation, and ſhould be perſuaded to 
practiſe them. 

Tho' God makes innumerable diſcoveries of his 
Providence and Goodneſs every Day, yet only the 
ſerious and devout, who attend to theſe and meditate 
upon them, are happy in diſtinct apprehenſions of 
the Deity and of his Preſence, in exalted ſentiments 


of admiration and love, in a warm gratitude to infi- | 
nite benevolence and a chearful truſt in it. The ge- 
nerality, ingaged by the cares and pleaſures of the bo- 
dily life, look no further than what immediately af- 
fects their ſenſes agreeably or diſagreeably, at moſt 


look no further than ſecond cauſes ; and ſeldom, if 
ever, trace up the ſtreams of good continually flow- 
ing to their inexhauſtible fountain, ſeldom riſe from 
beholding the beauties of the Creation to the admi- 
ration and love of the Creator and Preſerver. Tho? 
curious to know the Cauſe of any trifling if uncom- 
mon event, they are never ſeriouſly inquiſitive after 
the mighty Cauſe, which continues the riſing and ſet- 
ting of the Sun, the regular courſe of the Moon, the 
fucceſſion of the Seaſons, and of Day and Night; 
the mighty Cauſe which ? gives Rain from heaven, and 
fruitful Seaſons, filling mankind with food and gladneſs. 


This. 
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This temper is not more wngrateful than it is mean 
and ſtupid ; it is to hve in the world like beaſts, not 
like men; gratifying our ſenſes and appetites with the 
good things which the divine bounty ſupplies, with- 
ont ever conſidering, or ſtrongly apprehending and 
owning, our obligations to the all-bounteous Giver. 
Were you like the hor/e or the ox incapable of this e- 
levation of mind, it were a good excuſe ; but to be 
diſtinguiſhed from them by reaſonable powers, which 
quality you to 1 ſeek after God and find him, and yet 
not to imploy theſe noble powers herein, when alſo 
he is not far from any of you, but if you ſought him 
you would eaſily find him, this is inexcuſably guilty 
and fooliſh ; it is, according to the * Prophet, being 
more fooliſh than the cx who knows his owner, if we 
do not conſider the works of the Lord, and know God 
our Maker. | 

Be perſuaded then not to live in a thoughtleſs 
round of mean cares, trifiing amuſements, and brutal 
indulgences, eſtranged from God, and from the 
1 of devotion; but accuſtom yourſelves every 

vening to retire from the world of the covetous and 
ſenſual, and to conſider the world as the work of 
God, upheld by his Providence, and governed by his 
Wiſdom. Conſider the good things of the Day, not 
merely as ſuited to your wants and deſires, or the 
reward of your induſtry, but as the gifts of God, and 
proofs of his almighty Providence, and umvearied 
Kindneſs. Look on the evils of the Day not mere- 
ly as diſagreeable occurrences, againſt which you are 
concerned to guard yourſelves for the furure ; but as 
a diſcipline deſigned by God to make you conſide- 
rate, wiſe, and good, and to turn your hearts more 
intirely to the unmixed unembittered happineſs of 
unmortality. | b 

The mind accuſtomed in daily devout retirement 
to view the diſpenſations of divine Providence through 
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the Day, in the light and connection wherein they 
have been now repreſented, will poſſeſs the nobleſt 
ſatisfactions in venerating and loving unbounded 
goodneſs, and almighty wiſdom, ever incompaſſing 
him, in a firm reliance on theſe perfections, and in 
the largeſt and beſt founded expectations from them 
for all future time, and a following eternity; will be 
animated in the practice of whatever is good, mighti- 
ly cheared under all the evils of life, and qualified 
whenever his heavenly Father ſhall call him, to enter 
that ſtate: where he ſhall * /ee God face to face, and 
injoy a happineſs equal to the largeſt promiſes of a 
faithful God, and infinitely above the largeſt hopes 
and conceptions we can at preſent form concerning it. 

May God make what has been now offered to our 
thoughts greatly inſtrumental to form us to this tem- 
per, and prepare us for this happineſs. Amen. 


* 1 Cor. xiii. 12, 
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FORMS OF PRAYER FOR THE 
MORNING AND EVENING. 
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A PRAYER for a FAMILY on a LoRD's- 
DAY MoRNING. 


LMIGHTY and everlaſting Jehovah ! We 
A acknowledge and adore thee as the Creator and 
preſerver of the univerſe, and of all the infinite varie- 
ties of Beings, which inhabit it. The day is thine, 
the night alſo is thine, for thou haſt prepared the 
light and the ſun ; and under thy direction the ſun 


continues to riſe and ſhine : and by thine unceaſing 
influences the beauty and uſefulneſs of the world are 


maintained. | | 
As thou art the God of our lives, and of all our 


time, thou juſtly claimeſt to be more eſpecially ho- 


noured with a portion of it ; and haſt appointed one 
day in ſeven to be ſacred, to the contemplation and 
praiſe of ' thine unbounded wiſdom, power, and be- 
nevolence, as Creator and preſerver of all things ; to 
devout meditations on thy glorious works, and ac- 
knowledgments of thine inexhauſtible bounty. For 
thou produceit continually herbs and gratis for cattle, 
plants and r. and fruits for men; and ſatisfieſt 
the deſires of every living thing. How condeſcend- 
ing thy kindneſs, how immenſe thy bounty! 


Thou 
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Thou haſt alſo, moſt merciful God, cauſed the ſun 
of righteouſneſs to ariſe upon mankind, with ſalvation 
in his beams; and cleared our part of the world from 
that thick darkneſs of ignorance, ſuperſtition, and 
idolatry, which till covers many nations. Thy goſ- 
pel hath early taught us to know thee the only true 
God, and Jeſus Chriſt whom thou haſt ſent. Thy 
free goodneſs made vs for immortality, and ſoon as 
we began to live the life of reaſon, thy goſpel raiſed 
our views to an eternal-Heaven of divine pleaſures 
as our home; and directed our feet into the paths of 
ſobriety, righteouſneſs, and godlineſs, as certainly 
terminating in everlaſting bleſſedneſs. 

How often have we wandered from theſe paths, 
and yet thy grace in Chriſt Jeſus invites us to return 
to them, by ſtrong aſſurances of thy pardoning mercy. 
And to excite us to ſtrive reſolutely againſt evil in- 
clinations, habits, and examples, and to cultivate a 
divine temper, thy Son aſſures us that thou wilt 
give thy holy ſpirit unto them who aſk him. And to 
animate us, againſt a conſciouſneſs of many fins and 
imperfections, unto a patient continuance in well- 
doing, thy goſpel aſſures to the faithful glory, ho- 
nour, and immortality. And that thou wilt finally 
reward us, not according to the ſhortneſs and defec- 
tivenels of our obedience, but according to thine a- 
bounding grace in Chriſt Jeſus, with a bleſſedneſs 
great as his condeſcenſion and friendſhip, certain as 
his reſurrection from the dead, and laſting as eternity. 

Gracious God, how reaſonable the command to 
keep holy this day ! And that with readinets and at- 
tention we ſhould ingage in thoſe celebrations of thy 
perfections and benefits, in that ſtudy of thy will, and 
in thoſe meditations on eternity, which may manifeſt 
a ſuitable gratitude for thy great favours, attemper 
our ſouls to the employments and pleaſures of heaven; 
and determine us conſtantly to live as heirs of immor- 
tality. With pleaſure we comply with this kind ap- 
pointment. We rejoice that we are ſent into the world, 

an 
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and preſerved in life, not merely that we may labour 
for a preſent ſubſiſtence, or purſue the mean indul- 


gences of appetite and inclination, and the intereſts 


of our dying bodies ; but that under the influences 


of thy word and ſpirit we may be trained for the joys 


of angels and heaven. 

We praiſe thee, merciful God, for the return of a 
day facred to the promoting this great deſign; and 
that we ſee it with abilities of body and mind for 
diſcharging the duties, and enjoying the ſatisfactions 
of devotion. That although we have ſo often ſlight- 
ed thine offered favour, and heaven, the gracious 
offer is renewed ; and that after rrifling away ſo 
many advantages for acquainting ourſelves with God, 
for obtaining or improving an intereſt in thy favour ; 
advantages for this are renewed, and we are yet in 
the way of life and ſalvation. | 


Forgive us, gracious God, that we could have lived 


ſo inſenſible of our great obligations, and fo regard- 
leſs of eternity. Forgive us if we have lived to this 
day without a ſerious and effectual concern to ap- 
prove ourſelves to an ever-preſent God, and to be- 
come happy in a certain, an approaching eternity; 


when compared with the value of eternal bleſſedneſs 


the whole world is evidently a trifle : and in compa- 
riſon of its duration a thouſand ages are but as a day. 
Forgive us, heavenly Father, that our application at 
beſt to the improvement of our minds in the know- 
ledge of thee and thy Son Jeſus Chriſt, and our pro- 
ficience in the graces and virtues of the chriſtian tem- 
per, have been in no more proportion to the aids and 
encouragements of the goſpel. | | 
We have been plainly taught our obligations to 
our Creator, Preferver. and Redeemer, altho' we 
have ſo little conſidered theſe, and behaved ſo un- 


worthy of them. We were capable of knowing the 
value of everlaſting ſalvation ; tho* we have often ſa- 


crificed our intereſt in it to trifling amuſements, and 


{enſual - 
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ſenſual purſuits and indulgences. We have been in- 
ſtructed in the excellence and obligation of piety and 
virtue, tho'ꝰ we have neglected theſe; even when ex- 
cited to apply ourſelves to acquire and improve in 
them, by the promiſe of glory, honour; and immor- 
tality. Enter not into judgment with thy ſervants, 
O Lord, our own hearts condemn us; how much 
more mighteſt thou, who art greater than our hearts, 
and who knoweſt all things. | | 

We repent of our paſt negligence and diſobedience, 
and plead the promiſes of pardon, which the Father 
of mercies has made to the penitent thro? Jeſus Chriſt, 
We would more diligently work out our ſalvation ; 
do thou work in us to will and to do. May we not 
loſe the preſent ſeaſon of grace; but do thou make us 
wiſe, in this our day, to mind the things which regard 
our everlaſting welfare; ſince we know not, but be- 
fore another Lord's day, they may be for ever hidden 
from our eyes; and full of gratitude to the belt of 
beings, that we may yet devote ourlelves to thee 
with the hope of being accepted ; and ſtrive for a di- 
vine diſpoſition wich the hope of attaining it by thy 
gracious aſſiſtance : may we devote ourſelves to thee 
immediately and intirely, 

While we apply ourſelves to the beſt diſchatge of 
the duties before us, may we be aſſiſted and ſucceed- 
ed by the all-gracious Father of ſpirits. May retired 
meditation and devotion prepare us for a ſpiritual 
performance of publick worſhip, befare a God who 
ſeeth the heart. May a deep veneration of thy glo- 
rious perfections fill our fouls, when we are called to 
adore them in prayer. And by our repeated adora- 
tions may we be formed to an habitual reverence of 
an infinitely perfect and always preſent God, and 
prepared for joining in the worſhip of heaven. 

And O moſt holy God, grant that our confeſſions 
of {in may excite in us an ingenuous forrow, and ei 
fedtual purpoſes of * what we own 1s * . 
| 3 
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that we may be qualified for pardon thro? Jeſus 
_ Chriſt, Teach us alſo, heavenly Father, to aſk the beſt a 


bleſſings with faith, humility, and fervour ; and may t 
our prayers animate our endeavours, to acquire all i 
thoſe good diſpoſitions, which we deſire thee to form , 
in us: and do thou bleſs us with all ſpiritual bleſſings f 

in Chriſt. May our ſupplications for others cheriſh 
in us a generous good will, and prompt us to promote t 
the common good: and be graciouſly heard by thee ny 
our common father. May our hearts be warmed by h 
the review and celebration of thy numberleſs benefits, N 
and eſpecially when we praiſe thy goodneſs, which d 
made us for immortal bleſſedneſs, which ſpared not © 
the life of thine own Son, but gave him to death for 0 
'a world of ſinners; that whoſoever believeth in him tl 

might not periſh, but obtain eternal life : and which 
{till purſues the deſign, ſuperior even to our ungrate- « 
ful oppoſition. | d 
Fill our hearts with gratitude, O thou beſt of Beings, th 
while thy praiſes employ our tongues,” and may a 9 
grateful temper be confirmed, that we may become * 
meet for the world where gratitude, praiſe and happi- b] 
neſs are in eternal perfection. Diſpoſe us, righteous ne 
Lord, to attend the inſtructions of thy word, with a th 
full conviction of thine authority, and of the reaſon- re 
ableneſs and kind intention of all thy laws; with an Ki 
ne 


earneſt defire to know thy whole will, and a fixed re- 

ſolution to perform it: as we hope to receive the 

crown of lite, promiſed to a faithful and perſevering fo 

obedience. And do thou accompany thy word with 
thy power, that it may convince us of ſin, determine 

us to our duty, and guide us to life everlaſting. 

And, O thou great lover of ſouls, ſucceed this day |. gl 
in all thy churches the miniſtrations of thy Goſpel ; | 
that ſinners may every where be rouzed by ſtrong 
convictions of the guilt and danger of a ſinful life, to 

Inquire with deep concern what they muſt do to be 


ſaved; and immediately flee from the wrath to come, 
11 5 a « | and 1 


on a LoRD's-DAY MoRNING, 85 


and lay hold on eternal lite. By attending theſe may 
thy ſervants alſo receive aſſiſtance and encouragement 
in the way of ſalvation, and be advanced to continual 
improvements in virtue and piety, and thus qualified 
for higher degrees of bleſſedneſs in eternity. 

Grant, merciful God, unto all who are dear to us 
the bleſſings of that covenant, which is well ordered 


in all things and ſure. May they proſper and be in 


health ; but above all things may their ſouls proſper. 
May we and they be under the conduct of thy provi- 
dence and ſpirit thro' the whole of this day; be guard- 
ed from every evil, and eſpecially from, what we 
ought to dread as the greateſt, wilfully offending 
thee, when we profeſs to worſhip. thee, | 

Supply us, bountiful Father, this day with food 
convenient, and inſpirit and ſtrengthen us for the 
diſcharge of every duty, publick or private ; that in 
the cloſe of the day we may reflect on our temper and 
conduct with a rational aſſurance of thine acceptance, 
and of being advanced in our preparation for the 
bleſſedneſs of eternity: as we are certainly drawing 
nearer to the concluſion of this mortal life. And Q 
that every day ſpent in thine earthly courts might 
render us more fit to dwell for ever in thy heavenly 
kingdom, and to become fully bleſſed in thy like- 
neſs, love, and enjoyment for ever. 

All this we humbly beg, O moſt merciful Father, 
for thy goodneſs ſake, and in the name of Jeſus 
Chriſt our Saviour; who was delivered to death for 
our offences, and raiſed again for our juſtification ; 
unto him be ſalvation, praiſe, and obedience, to the 
glory of God his Father, now and for ever. Amen, 


'< | 
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A Prayer for a FAMILY on a 
LorDps-Day EVENING. 


; OST gracious God! eternal ſource of being, 
and Father of ſpirits! Of thy free goodneſs 
thou didſt make man for immortality, and fend us 
into this world, that acquainting ourſelves with thee, 
and eſtabliſhing the love' of God and of goodneſs, a- 
midſt the diſtractions and temptations of the preſent 
fare ; we might be found meet when we leave it to 
riſe to a nobler ſtate of exiſtence ; and to be bleſſed 
in the perfection of knowledge, rectitude, goodneſs, 
and devotion for ever. We blefs thee that thou haſt 
endowed us with this excellence of nature, and haſt 
made this ſhort life improveable to ſuch immenſe ad- 
vantage, Es | : 
We praiſe thee alſo, thou God and Father of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, for thoſe abundant affiſtances, 
which thou haſt given us by thy goſpel; not only 
for attaining this great end of our being ; but for 
making fuck advances in piety and virtue, as will 
qualify us for exalted degrees of perfection and feli- 
MY a future ſtate, | 
n how clear a light haſt thou ſet before us an im- 
mortality of perfection and happineſs; and how 
fully aſſured us of obtaining it, by our imitating the 
virtues and obeying the goſpel of thy fon ! Thou, 
Almighty Father, didſt not only empower him to 
confirm the deſirable promiſe by numerous miracles, 
and even by raiſing the dead to life; but didſt ap- 
goint him alſo to ſeal it with his teſtimony in death; 


and 
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ind having been an example of the temper and life 
which he required, as our preparation for heaven, 
thou didit make him alſo an example of the greatneſs 
and certainty of the promiſed reward: conducting 
him thro' death by a glorious reſurrection and a vi- 
ſible reception into heaven, to poſſeſs the felicity 
which he promiſed to his followers, e 

Father of lights! how plain are his directions, how 
reaſonable his commands, the obſervance of which 
not only makes Chriſtians happy in themſelves, and 
extenſively beneficial to others ; but forms in them 
the temper of heaven. And how encouraging his 
_ affurances of full forgiveneſs and acceptance, even to 
choſe who have abuled this rich grace, if they truly 
repent, and amend their ways; and of their being 
affiſted in proportion to their weakneſs, and to the 
difficulties which they find in their way to an eſtab- 
liſhed holineſs and piety. 


Forgive us, O Father of mercies, that we could 


Have received ſuch grace in vain, and have ſo often 
oppoſed the infinitely important delign of it ; that we 
might more freely gratify our animal appetites and 
5aflions, and ſerve the Intereſts of our dying bodies. 
Forgive them, molt merciful God, if any preſent have. 
never heartily complied with it. May we trifle no 
longer, but immediately reſolve and perform it; and 

ut ourſelves into the way to heaven and, happineſs 
everlaſting. Forgive us that at the beſt we have 
made no greater proficience in the chriſtian temper, 
that we are not more habitually deyout, more chear- 
fully and actively beneficent, more moderate in our 


defires' and purſuits of ſenſible things, and more 


conſtantly attentive to the concerns of immortality. 
Forgive us, gracious God; for we reſolve indeed to 
comply with the terms of pardon eſtabliſhed in thy 
covenant of grace. We will not only profeſs faith in 
thy Son, and call him Lord, Lord, but be heartily 
devoted and obedient to him. We would not merely 

G 4 lament 
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lament what we have done amiſs, but continually 
reform it; and, cleanſing ourſelves from all filthi- 
neſs of fleſh and ſpirit, ſtrive to perfe& holineſs in 
thy fear; and in the hope of riſing to thy heaven of 
conſummate purity, devotion, and felicity. 

Praiſed be thy wiſdom and goodneſs, that to pre- 
ſerve on our minds a lively conviction of God * of 
eternity, thou haſt made the Lord's-day ſacred to 
thoſe religious meEditations and exerciſes, which are 
fitted to confirm our faith, raiſe our love, increaſe a 
knowledge of our duty and diſpoſition to practiſe it; 
and to give us the noble ſatisfactions ariſing from em- 
ploying the beſt affections of the human mind on the 
moſt excellent of beings, and rejoicing in his favour, 
and in hopes ſtill brightening and inlarging of a feli- 
city divine and eternal. Bleſſed be God for the ad- 
vantages of this kind, with which we have been this 
day favoured. Graciouſly accept and ſucceed our 
ſincere deſires and endeavours to honour thee, and 
to promote our own improvement in a pious and 
heavenly diſpoſition; and mercifully forgive the 
many defects attending our religious ſervices; the 
diſtraction of our thoughts, the coldneſs of our affec- 
tions, and the inconſtancy of our concern to ap- 
prove ourſelves to thee, and to advance in piety. 
Thou knoweſt the human frame, and remembereſt 
that we are duſt; and thou wilt not deſpiſe ſincerity, 
altho* when the ſpirit is willing, the fleſh be weak. 
And ſo condeſcending is thy kindneſs as to allow the 
hope, that by our imperfect eſſays of love and de- 
votion, we ſhall be gradually trained for thy glori- 
ous preſence, and for the conſumate love and adora- 
tion of the heavenly ſtate. 

Bleſs, gracious God, the inſtitutions of thy goſpel, 
and the miniſtrations of thy word, and make them 
abundantly ſucceſsful this day in all thy churches ; 
for the converſion of ſinners, and for building up 
thy ſervants in knowledge, holineſs, and comfort 

| unta 
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unto eternal life. May theſe effects be produced e- 
ſpecially on all our relations and friends ; for whoſe 
preſent and everlaſting happineſs we would always be 
greatly concerned, 

Be pleaſed alſo, O God of unwearied kindneſs and 
inexhauſtible bounty, to receive our grateful con- 
feſſions of the care and ſupplies of thy providence, 
which we have this day experienced; and our praiſes, 
that we have been favoured with all things neceſſa- 
ry for life and godlineſs ; and that we cloſe the day 
amidſt ſo many bleſſings. Secure us and our habi- 
tations this night from every hurtful accident, O 
thou watchful guardian of Iſrael; and make our ſleep 
refreſhing. Grant us to ſee another day, rejoicing in 
thy goodneſs, and impreſt with a ſenſe of the value 
of life, as it is connected with eternity, and improv- 
able for ſecuring an eternity of bleſſedneſs. May 
we begin it with ſerious and vigorous reſolutions of 
living for immortality, to which every day brings us 
nearer. And may every day, which thy mercy ſhall 
add to our lives, be ſo improved as to raiſe us higher 
in perfection and felicity for ever. a 

Theſe large requeſts, O thou beſt of beings, we pre- 
ſent, humbly truſting in thy goodneſs, thro* the me- 
diation of thy Son Jeſus Chriſt our generous Re- 
deemer. | : 

Now unto him who ſitteth on the throne, and unto 
the Lamb; unto God even the Father, and to our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who loved us and died to waſh. 
us from our fins in his own blood, and to make us 
kings and prieſts unto God for ever and ever : be 

lory, ſalvation, obedience and praiſe everlaſting, 
emen. 
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A Morning PRAYER for a 
FAMII v. 
A LMIGHTY, moſt wiſe and benevolent to ! 


Thou art the infinite original of being, life and 
good, to innumerable worlds and creatures. The 
E 


. 
_ « © 


* * * * 


With the return of every morning therefore would 
we thy rational offspring raiſe our Gals, in ſentiments 
of veneration, gratitude and love, to that great being, 
who formed the vaſt body of the ſun, laid up in it 
thoſe immeaſurable ſtores of light and heat, which 
for thouſands of years have ſupplied various worlds, 
and innumerable creatures; and who ſtill with an 
unfailing bounty diſtributes them. | 
To thine ever-attentive benevolence, heavenly Fa- 
ther, we muſt alſo aſcribe the renewal of our rational 
and active powers, after they had been ſuſpended in 
ſleep; and we would heartily praiſe thee, that thou 
graciouſly reſtoreſt our capacity for rational actions 


and-erj6yments, for working out our eternal ſalva- 
tion, 
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tion, and preparing ourſelves to be bleſſed for ever. 
How great this goodneſs to creatures, who have waſt- 
ed life, been negligent of the chief end of their being 
and who are ſtill diſpoſed to trifle. How many, 
great, and undeſerved the bleſſings, in the poſſeſſion 
of which we appear before thee this morning! 
Health, reaſon, friends, the conveniencies of life, 
the light and grace and encouragements of the goſ- 
pel; and a liberty of addreſſing thee thro' the medi- 
ation of thy well beloved Son, fer thoſe aids, which 
will inable us to improve all for our proficience and 
eſtabliſhment in piety and- virtue, and for our final 
perfection and everlaſting felicity. Gracious God, 
to theſe favours add this, of exciting within us a 
more warm and abiding ſenſe of our obligations, and 
concern to anſwer them. 
Forgive us, merciful Father, our paſt wanderings 
from k 
now ſeriouſly and cheerfully devote ourſelves to the 
love and obedience of thee, the beſt of beings ;. and 
to a diligent preparation for that heaven of divine 
and everlaſting bleſſedneſs, to which thy merey in 
Chriſt Jeſus {till invites us. While others follow 
the dictates of Katt and paſſion, of cuſtom and ex- 
ample ; help us to regard and ſtudy the goſpel of the 
bleſſed Jeſus, as the rule of our temper and conduct, 
and conſtantly to conform to its precepts; as we 
would be intereſted in the never ending bleſſedneſs, 
which it aſſures to the bedient. Denying all un- 
godlineſs and worldly, luſts, may we live ſoberly, 
righteouſly, and godly, in this preſent world; look- 
ing for the bleſſed hope, and: the glorious appear- 
ance of thee the great God,. and of our Saviour Je- 
ſus Chriſt; And O thou God of all grace, inable-us 
not only to perſevere in the chriſtian faith and prac- 
tice ; but continually to improve. May datly me- 
ditations on the evidences of thy perfeftions and 
providence ; and daily recollections and acknow- 
| ledgments 


e paths of duty and of happineſs. We would 
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ledgments of thy numerous benefits, render our 
py more rational, fervent, and uniform. May our 
nevolence become continually more warm, active, 
and prevailing ; and our command over our paſſions 
more eaſy ad intire. May we be more ready to 
every good work, and more abundant in it. As 
frail offending creatures, whoſe beſt obedience is 
very defective, may we ever be humble before thee, 
and modeſt and candid in our cenſures of our fel- 
low creatures. And as beings haſtening into eter- 
nity, may we become every day more diſengaged 
from the intereſts and pleaſures of a world we are 
leaving; and more intent on a ſtate of everlaſting 
perfection and felicity, to which we are continually 
approaching. 
And O thou all-wiſe and all-gracious diſpoſer of us 
and of all things, while we continue in the way of 
our duty, do thou make us thy care. Guard us this 
day from every real evil. Thou alone knoweſt what 
upon the whole is good or evil for man ; and in thy 
hand our breath and life are, and under thy direction 
are all our ways. Grant us, heavenly Father, the good 
things of life, which thou ſeeſt proper for us; and 
teach us to raiſe the injoyment of We by mingling 
with it the noble ſatisfactions, which ariſe from gra- 
titude and hope in thee the giver of all, from doing 
good to others, and from the proſpects of immorta- 
lity. Teach us alſo, in whatever ſtate we are, to be 
therewith content. May we know how to be afflic- 
ted, as well as to rejoice. And in every circum- 
ſtance of life may we honour thee by an eaſy reſig- 
nation, by a faithful diſcharge of our duty, and by 
chearful regards to that everlaſting ſtate ; in compa- 
riſon of which, all the joys and ſorrows of the pre- 
ſent are light and momentary. -* And do thou, the 
God of all wiſdom and grace, guide us by thy co un- 
ſel, until thou haſt brought us to thine everlaſting 


kingdom and glory, | 
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We would, heavenly Father, commend to thy pecu- 

har favour and bleſſing all our relations and friends. 
May they all be thine by a ſerious and hearty dedi- 
cation of themſelves to thee in the chriſtian covenant, 
and by perſevering in that courſe of piety and virtue, 
which can alone ſecure to them thy favour, and lead 
them to the beſt enjoyments of this life, and to an 
eternity of bleſſedneſs. And may we all meet in 
heaven, and rejoice together in thy glorious preſence, 
full approbation, and everlaſting love. 
. We aſk all for thy goodneſs ſake in Chriſt Jeſus, 
in whoſe words we ſum up our imperfect requeſts 
unto thee our Father, who art in heaven. Hallowed 
be thy name. May thy kingdom come, and thy 
will be done on earth, as it is in heaven, Give 
us day by day our daily bread. Forgive us our treſ- 
paſſes, as we forgive them who treſpaſs againſt us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but ſo as to deliver 
us from the evil: for thine is the kingdom, the pow- 
er, and the glory, for ever and ever ! Amen, 
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An EVENINOG PRAYER for a 
if FAMILY, 
TERNAL, almighty; all-wiſe, and moſt 
*/ clous God ! The heavens declare thy glory, 


and the firmament ſheweth forth thy handy work. 
Day unto day uttereth ſpeech, and night unto ni 


teacheth knowledge of the boundleſs wiſdom, pow- 


er, and benevolence of the creator and preſerver of 


all things. When we conſider thy heavens, the pro- 


ductions of thy power, and the moon and ſtars, 
which thy wiſdom hath ordained ; Lord, what is 
man, that thou art mindful of him, what are we the 
ſinful children of men, that thou ſhouldſt daily viſic 
us with innumerable inſtances of thy tender care, 
and inexhauſtible bounty! We are loſt in the immen- 
ſity of thy works, and are as nothing when compar- 
ed with the reſt of thy creation; yet thou cloatheſt 
with verdure the graſs of our meadows, covereſt our 
fields with corn, feedeſt the birds of the air, and 
numbereſt even the hairs of thy ſervants heads, and 
giveſt food to all fleſh ! 

We would not, gracious God, live in thy world, ſur- 
rounded with the diſplays of thy perfections, upheld 
by thy hand, and continually enjoying thy bounties ; 
and live inſenſible to the preſence and benevolence 
of our ſupream and conſtant benefactor. With plea- 
ſure we would employ the rational powers and affec- 
tions which thou haſt given us in their beſt exerciſes, 
the contemplation, veneration and love of an ever 
preſent, and infinitely beneficent God and Father 
and cloſe with thy praiſes every day, filled with thy 


benefits. 
Adored 
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Adored be the Lord of the univerſe, who conde- 


ſcends continually to take care of a world of crea». 


tures infinitely beneath him; of creatures for the 
moſt part incapable of apprehending their obligations 
to their great benefactor; or, if capable of it, too 
generally forgetful of the God, who made and pre- 
erves them; who cauſes his ſun to ariſe an the evil 
and on the good, and ſendeth his rain on the juſt and 
on the unjuſt. Who opening his hand ſatisfieth the 
deſires of every living thing; and wha hath. this day 
ſupported in life the countleſs millions of mankind, 
and been attentive to train them for immortality. 

How great our obligations to this goodneſs, for 
the continuance of health and reaſon another day 
*Tis thy conſtant direction, heavenly Father, which. 
continues our blood in its regular and vital courſe, 
and preſerves the order of our mental powers; and, 
ſhouldſt thou but one moment ſuſpend thine influ- 
ence, we muſt fink into the duſt, Praiſed be his 
bounty, who hath ſpread our table, and filled our. 
cup, and given us all things to enjoy; who hath. 
cauſed the earth to yield all the good things we de- 
rive from it, and who placed and preſerves us in cir- 
cumſtances favourable for our obtaining and enjoy- 
Ing ET: Ang who when we are unworthy of theſe 
in 


* 


the heavenly and everlaſting ſtate. Praiſed be his 


conduct another day, and waited to cheriſh in us 


every virtuous. diſpoſition, to animate every holy. 
purpoſe, to turn aſide dangerous temptations, or 
ſtrengthen us to overcome them; and who diſpoſes 
the various events of our lives, ſo that they ſhall con- 
{pire to promote our greateſt improvement in piety 


and virtue, and our higheſt, happineſs in eternity: if 
5 ; | we 


ances. of his kind regard, grants them as accom- 
modations on our way to a better world, and incite- 
ments to that grateful piety and generous beneficence 
which will prepare us for the far better bleſſings of 


race who hath been obſervant of our temper and 
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we love him, and comply with his kind intentions. 
Praiſed alſo be his goodneſs, who having guarded us 
from every evil thro' the day, grants us to cloſe 
it in peace. 


Forgive us, heavenly Father, that we are not more 


e for thy continued benefits, and more chear- 
ully and conſtantly concerned to approve ourſelves 
unto thee, in the beſt diſcharge of the duties of our 
' ſeveral relations, and in the beſt improvement of our 
opportunities for doing good. Forgive us, that we 
are not more ſeriouſly attentive to correct the remain- 


ing irregularities of our paſſions, and to perfect ho- 


lineſs in thy fear, and in the hope of heaven. With 
thee there is forgiveneſs, that thou mayeſt be feared; 
and thou haſt advanced thy Son to thy right hand, 
that he may be a Prince and a Saviour; thro' whom 
repentance ſhall obtain the full remiſſion of ſins. 
May an ingenuous repentance, may an hearty and 
ſucceſsful concern to reform what hath been amiſs, 
and to ſupply what hath been wanting, qualify us 
for thy pardoning mercy ; and give us the joys of a 


good conſcience, and a rational hope of thine accep- 
tance, Laying aſide every weight, and the ſin 


which doth molt eaſily beſet us, may we run with 
patience the race ſet before us ; looking unto Jeſus, 


the preſcriber and rewarder of! a life of faith; who 
for the joy ſet before him endured the croſs, and 
deſpiſed the ſhame, and is ſet down at the right hand 
of the majeſty on high. And as we would be with 


him, behold his glory, triumph in his praiſes, and 
partake in his blefſedneſs for ever; may the ſame 


mind be in'us, and may we walk as he walked. May 
we cultivate a devotion like his, rational, fervent, 


and conſtant, and a benevolence warm, active and 
unbounded, always overcoming evil with good. 
May our integrity be ſuperior to the ſtrongeſt remp- 
tations of the world ; and our moderation to things 


preſent and ſenſible, ſuch, as becomes ſtrangers on 
. » - earth 
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earth and citizens of heaven, May we, regarding 
his perfect example, be excited to continual im- 
provement 1n a chriſtian and divine temper, that be- 
coming meet for the employments and bleſſedneſs of 
the heavenly paradiſe, our ſpirits may be received 
into it, when we leave this world: and when Chriſt 
ſhall appear, may appear with him in glory. 

We would humbly intercede with thee the Father 


of mankind for all our fellow-creatures, that thou 


wouldſt cauſe the light of the | gens goſpel to 
ſhine into all their hearts ; that they may all know 
thee as the only true God, and Jeſus Chriſt as ſer 


by thee, to guide them to life eternal. Put a final 


period to the reign of idolatry, ſuperſtition, impoſ- 
ture, perſecution, and tyranny in thy wotld ; and 


may religious and civil liberty, as they are the rights, 


at length become the bleſſings and poſſeſſions of all 
mankind. Continue theſe ineſtimable bleſſings to 
Great Britain and Ireland, and to our colonies-; 
may we be more thankful for them, and better im- 
prove them. Bleſs our Sovereign King George, 
guide his counſels, and ſucceed his adminiſtrations z 


that they may ever terminate in the publick good. 


Bleſs the whole royal family with every great and 
good quality, and may they be examples of virtue 
and piety, guardians of liberty, and bleſſings to man- 
kind. In thy hand, O God, are the hearts of all 
wake, we pray thee, all who are round the throne 


wiſe and faithful, counſel our counſellors, and 


teach our ſenators wiſdom, integrity, and a prevailing 
love to their country. Aſſiſt, bleſs, and ſucceed all 
the miniſters of thine everlaſting goſpel ; that thro' 
their preaching many may believe, repent, and be 
ſaved. May all the afflited find thee a God, of 
mercy and conſolation, when they call upon thee ; 
do thou graciouſly ſupport, relieve, and deliver 
them; and may they glorify thee. 

May all our relations and friends be heartily de- 


voted to the love and obedience of thee the beſt of 
| H beings, 
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beings, and of parents; and wiſely ſeek happineſs 


in a conformity to the Inſtructions, and an imitation 
of the virtues of Jeſus thy beloved Son, and thus in- 
tereſt themſelves in thy ſpecial guidance, protection, 
and ſupplies for this life, and be made meet for the 
glorious and everlaſting inheritance of the ſaints 
in light. 
Take them and us, heavenly Father, under thy 
protection for the following night. Watch over us 
while we ſleep, thou great guardian of Iſrael, who 
never ſleepeſt. Make our ſlumbers refreſhing, and 
eur awaking chearful. May we begin another day 
with a juſt conviction of the worth of life in its con- 
nection with eternity, and in a proper diſpoſition for 
the beſt improvement of it. And may every day of 
life, in which thy mercy ſhall indulge us, be wiſely 
and piouſly employed, and thus raiſe us higher in 
thy — and in bleſſedneſs for eternity. We aſk 
all, humbly truſting in thy paternal goodneſs, and 
in the mediation of thy Son; thro* whom we aſcribe 
unto thee the greateſt and beſt of beings, the only 
wiſe, the always preſent, and everlaſting Jehovah, 
the kingdom, power, and glory, for ever. Amen, 


10 Ft 39 
THE END. 
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